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Pages M4-M5 MONDAY

MUSIC MONDAYS
12 Conversations January 8 — March 25, 10:30 am

Pages G4-G5 TUESDAY
GLOBAL ISSUES SERIES |
12 Lectures January 9 — March 26, 10:30 am
Pages G6-G7 THURSDAY

GLOBAL ISSUES SERIES 1
12 Lectures January 11 — March 28, 10:30 am

VENICE PROGRAM

Pages M4-M5 MONDAY

MUSIC MONDAYS
12 Conversations January 8 — March 25, 3:00 pm

Pages G8-G9 TUESDAY

GLOBAL ISSUES SERIES |
12 Lectures January 9 — March 26 2:30 pm

Pages G10-G11 FRIDAY

GLOBAL ISSUES SERIES 1l
12 Lectures January 12 — March 29, 10:00 am

LAKEWOOD RANCH PROGRAM

Pages G12-G13 WEDNESDAY
GLOBAL ISSUES SERIES |
12 Lectures January 10 — March 27, 11:00 am

Pages G14-G15 THURSDAY

GLOBAL ISSUES SERIES I
12 Lectures January 11 — March 28, 5:00 pm

Please flip the brochure for information on
the Music Mondays series

G2

A MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT

am happy to present SILL's p
program for our 2024 season. We
have again assembled programs for
Music Mondays and Global Issues
that will spice up your Sarasota
winter and give you plenty to think
and talk about. | am particularly
looking forward to hearing from: !
Bob Bunting on how we adapt to
climate change; Charlayne Hunter-
Gaulton the reasons to be optimistic
even in trying and troubled times;
and General Russel Honore on the i
Rise of Political Violence in the U.S. These are among the
outstanding group of speakers assembled by our Global
Issues Program Committee led by Beth Cotner.

Hearing more about the careers of musicians helps to
increase my enjoyment of the music they perform, and
| hope you feel the same. Producer and Host Joseph
Holt has assembled a wide-ranging scope for Music
Mondays. Along the way, we will learn to love the Balalaika
accompanied by piano from a Russian Duo, hear an
unusual string sextet from the Curtis Institute featuring
seasoned professionals alongside emerging artists, hear
of the cello in a multigenerational tale of the Holocaust,
and experience the joy of jazz in the young hands of Colin
Leonard, local saxophone player. It should be another
outstanding year full of musical surprises.

We have one change in our schedule of events. On
Wednesday morning the Global Issues speaker will offer
his lecture at 11 am at Cornerstone Church in Lakewood
Ranch rather than presenting a different topic in Sarasota,
as in the past.

We added increased flexibility to our ticket packages for
you for live events. Video on Demand will be available only
for the Thursday Global Issues lectures. You can find the
details in this brochure or on our website. Any full series
subscription includes a free “invite a friend” ticket good at
any SILL event. Let me close by thanking you for being a
member of the SILL Community. As you place your ticket
orders, | hope you will consider making an additional
contribution as a “Friend of SILL.”

With Best Regards
Bob Deutsch, President
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GLOBAL ISSUES SERIES |
Tuesdays, 10:30 am

SARASOTA PROGRAM
First United Methodist Church

/ . 4
% — JANUARY 9 —

Responding to a World in ‘Permacrisis’
Bombarded by an explosion of natural disasters, health crises,
wars, political instability, and economic dislocation, governments are
overwhelmed, business struggles to navigate the uncertainty, non-
profits cannot meet the demand, and media has lost its independent
voice. Amb. Daniel Speckhard will speak to the transformational
change needed to confront the existential challenges facing the world.

— JANUARY 16 —

A Fragile Balkan Region in the Vortex of War in Ukraine
Russia’s re-invasion of Ukraine last year changed the stakes for U.S.
involvement in Europe. Drawing on his experience in ex-Yugoslavia
going back to 1991, and more recently as U.S. Ambassador to
Bulgaria, Amb. Eric Rubin will look at the region as an example of the
new realities facing American foreign policy.

— JANUARY 23 —
Ukraine: Lessons in Modern Warfare

The Richard Friedman Lecture

Russia’s invasion of Ukraine was also a wake-up call for the U.S.
military, underscoring how the next war America fights will be
dramatically different than the previous decades of counterinsurgency
operations. Nolan Peterson has reported on the war since 2014. A
former Air Force Special Operations pilot, he will discuss what lessons
we have learned.

— JANUARY 30 -

Taiwan: Economic Powerhouse, Security Flash Point
Taiwan has an outsize role in the world economy but is a thorny
political issue in US-China relations. Dr. Shelley Rigger will explain
why Taiwan is of enduring value to the United States and why we
should commit resources so the people of Taiwan can choose their
relationship with the PRC.

— FEBRUARY 6 —
The Changing Climate and our Changing World

The global climate is warming. Bob Bunting will discuss what we face
during the next 30 years and what we can do about it. He is a renowned
scientist, businessman, entrepreneur and teacher. He will present a
unique outlook and offer specific solutions for our specific area as the
climate continues warming and climate disruptions increase.

— FEBRUARY 13 -
The War on Terror Twenty Years Later:

Are We Safer Now?

Are we safer today from terrorism than we were on September 11,
20017 If bin Laden were alive today what would he say? Dr. Bruce
Hoffman answers both questions through an assessment of the two
decades America has spent fighting terrorism including the effect of
new laws and new agencies. He wiil also evaluate whether the United
States is better prepared and equipped to defeat terrorism today than
it was on 9/11.

G4

— FEBRUARY 20 — oz,

Iran: The Women’s Rights Moment
When a 22-year-old Iranian woman came to Tehran to visit relatives,
she was arrested for nothing more than hair peeking out of her
headscarf. Beaten while in custody, she later died. Roya Hakakian will
discuss why, while others have suffered a similar fate, this particular
murder sparked the largest movement in Iran in 44 years.

— FEBRUARY 27 —

Putin’s War: How is it Affecting Global Order?
The Russia-Ukraine war has ruptured Moscow’s ties to the West. But
countries in the global South have used the conflict to assert their
independence while China has seized the opportunity to increase its
global footprint. Dr. Angela Stent discusses what will the new global
order look like once this conflict is over?

— MARCH 5 -
Trying Times, Troubled Times:

The Reasons to be Optimistic
Growing up in the segregated South, parents, neighborhoods, schools
and churches equipped black children with the armor of history helping
many to thrive and be hopeful. Charlayne Hunter-Gault will share that
history to hopefully help create a more perfect union.

— MARCH 12 -

Russia, Ukraine and European Energy Security
Following Russia’s invasion of Ukraine, countries around the world
have experienced soaring energy prices. Energy security is a major
concern of many EU countries who had traditionally imported Russian
gas. Amb. Richard Morningstar will discuss this crisis and the
outlook for new alternative energy sources.

— MARCH 19 -
The Growing Proliferation of Nuclear Weapons:

Critical Threat to International Security?
During the Cold War, the overarching international concern was
nuclear war. After the fall of the Soviet Union, concern turned from
nuclear holocaust fears to nuclear terrorism. Amb. Robert Gallucci
will discuss the heightened risk presented by nuclear weapons in the
hands of governments in South and Northeast Asia, the Middle-East,
Russia and China.

— MARCH 26 -
A Message from Japan:

Dear China, Asia Does Not Belong to You
U.S. Marine jet fighters have landed on Japanese aircraft carriers, and
Japan has conducted naval exercises with India and Australia. Amb.
John Malott will explain how Japan’s role in the world is changing
faster than anyone could have imagined, even ten years ago. Where
is Japan going globally, and what does it mean for the United States?
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GLOBAL ISSUES SERIES Il
Thursdays, 10:30 am

SARASOTA PROGRAM
First United Methodist Church

/ . 4
% — JANUARY 11 -

Understanding Iran’s Dynamics
Iran is a complex society differing substantially from the simplistic
views promoted by news coverage which prefers sensationalism
over serious analysis. As Iran becomes better educated and more
urban, what changes? Dr. Mohsen Milani will discuss Iran’s domestic
realities and its foreign policy choices and provide insight into where
things might be heading.

— JANUARY 18 -
US-China Relations from Cold War to Cold War

Starting as a trade war, China’s self-serving economic policies
propelled the U.S. into a cold war with Donald Trump imposing tariffs
on Chinese goods and restricting purchases of U.S. companies.
Biden has continued these policies and implemented additional
sanctions. Dr. David Lampton will elaborate on these policies and
the future outlook.

— JANUARY 25 -
Artificial Intelligence:

Reality Catching Up to Science Fiction
With the emergence of public artificial intelligence products, there is
increased focus on how they may affect our society and lives. At recent
hearings, Congress heard of the progress and dangers. Dr. Peter
Singer will examine the scope of Al development, the benefits it offers,
and the ethical challenges to human society.

— FEBRUARY 1 —
Europe’s Double Trouble UK’s: Ukraine and the UK

The Marcella Woodworth Lecture

Martin Walker explains that Europe has two “UK” problems, Ukraine
and the UK. War fatigue will be growing for a negotiated settlement
between Russia and Ukraine and its financial supporters, the U.S. and
the EU. New elections in Britain could deliver a center-left government
committed to moving closer to the EU.

— FEBRUARY 8 —

Why Americans Love and Hate Government
After communism’s collapse, many Americans believed free markets
and limited government would bring widespread democracy and
prosperity. With terrorism, a financial crisis, and COVID, American
attitudes shifted from free market advocacy to defense of authoritarian
policies. Dr. Jeremi Suri will explore why this shift occurred, and
implications for the future of democracy.

— FEBRUARY 15 —

Me Worry? Non-Traditional Threats to Global Security
Global travel, communication, and technology bring benefits and
threats to humankind. Environmental degradation, public health crises,
population dynamics, refugees, inequality, suppression of women and
minorities, cyber manipulation — all impact conflicts and challenge
global stability. Carla Koppell discusses strategies to mitigate conflicts
and promote peace and prosperity.

G6

— FEBRUARY 22 - we,
Adapting to the Ebb of U.S. Middle East

Focus and Influence
As America devotes less attention and resources to the Middle East
and its friends and allies there, regional relations shift. Amb. Dennis
Ross will examine how countries, notably Israel, are adjusting and
what that portends for the region, for U.S. interests and shared values,
and for our global competitors.

— FEBRUARY 29 —

Soft Power Diplomacy: America’s Hidden Treasure
Amb. Harriet Elam-Thomas will draw on her 42 years in the U.S.
Foreign Service and 18 years in academia to discuss the value of soft
power in 21st century diplomacy. With examples from her assignments
in Greece and Turkey, she will highlight how mutual respect builds
lasting relationships that reduce global threats.

— MARCH 7 -

Can Nuclear Energy Help Save the Planet?
Rod Adams, publisher of Atomic Insight, discusses nuclear energy
as a proven, ultra-low carbon energy source. Concerns about
climate change and energy supply security are stimulating new
interest. Nuclear advances are being led by innovators at large
companies. Efforts are focusing on systems that will lower costs and
shorten schedules.

— MARCH 14 —

Insurrection in America: The Rise in Political Violence

Escalating incidents of violence across the U.S. pose the biggest
threats to the nation, according to retired Army Lt. Gen. Russel
Honoré. Police violence has also increased. What is causing
this increase and how can we deal with it? General Honoré will share
his thoughts.

— MARCH 21 -
New Campaign Challenges in 2024:
Reaching a More Diverse Electorate
Dr. Susan MacManus will focus on the 4 M's of effective campaigning:
1 - Choosing the right message and messengers; 2 - Utilizing the most
impactful means of communication; 3 - Identifying and micro-targeting
key constituencies; 4 - Raising enough money and spending it wisely.

— MARCH 28 -
Outsmarting and Containing Putin: The Ukraine Trap

The Lee Solomon Lecture

Putin lost the peace which ended the first phase in Ukraine’s war of
independence. No major country, not even China, formally recognized
his gains. The U.S. invested heavily in building Ukraine’s ability
to defend itself. Putin knew time was not on his side and attacked
massively in February 2022. Dr. Robert Barylski will explain where
we are now and what comes next.
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GLOBAL ISSUES SERIES |

Tuesdays, 2:30 pm

a:i _ JANUARY 9 —

Responding to a World in ‘Permacrisis’
Bombarded by an explosion of natural disasters, health crises,
wars, political instability, and economic dislocation, governments are
overwhelmed, business struggles to navigate the uncertainty, non-
profits cannot meet the demand, and media has lost its independent
voice. Amb. Daniel Speckhard will speak to the transformational
change needed to confront the existential challenges facing the world.

— JANUARY 16 —

A Fragile Balkan Region in the Vortex of War in Ukraine
Russia’s re-invasion of Ukraine last year changed the stakes for U.S.
involvement in Europe. Drawing on his experience in ex-Yugoslavia
going back to 1991, and more recently as U.S. Ambassador to
Bulgaria, Amb. Eric Rubin will look at the region as an example of the
new realities facing American foreign policy.

— JANUARY 23 —
Ukraine: Lessons in Modern Warfare

The Richard Friedman Lecture

Russia’s invasion of Ukraine was also a wake-up call for the U.S.
military, underscoring how the next war America fights will be
dramatically different than the previous decades of counterinsurgency
operations. Nolan Peterson has reported on the war since 2014. A
former Air Force Special Operations pilot, he will discuss what lessons
we have learned.

— JANUARY 30 —

Taiwan: Economic Powerhouse, Security Flash Point
Taiwan has an outsize role in the world economy but is a thorny
political issue in US-China relations. Dr. Shelley Rigger will explain
why Taiwan is of enduring value to the United States and why we
should commit resources so the people of Taiwan can choose their
relationship with the PRC.

— FEBRUARY 6 —
The Changing Climate and our Changing World

The global climate is warming. Bob Bunting will discuss what we face
during the next 30 years and what we can do about it. He is a renowned
scientist, businessman, entrepreneur and teacher. He will present a
unique outlook and offer specific solutions for our specific area as the
climate continues warming and climate disruptions increase.

— FEBRUARY 13 -
The War on Terror Twenty Years Later:

Are We Safer Now?

Are we safer today from terrorism than we were on September 11,
20017 If bin Laden were alive today what would he say? Dr. Bruce
Hoffman answers both questions through an assessment of the two
decades America has spent fighting terrorism including the effect of
new laws and new agencies. He wiil also evaluate whether the United
States is better prepared and equipped to defeat terrorism today than
it was on 9/11.

G8

VENICE PROGRAM
Venice Community Center Ty /

~
— FEBRUARY 20 — we,
Iran: The Women’s Rights Moment
When a 22-year-old Iranian woman came to Tehran to visit relatives,
she was arrested for nothing more than hair peeking out of her
headscarf. Beaten while in custody, she later died. Roya Hakakian will
discuss why, while others have suffered a similar fate, this particular
murder sparked the largest movement in Iran in 44 years.

— FEBRUARY 27 —

Putin’s War: How is it Affecting Global Order?
The Russia-Ukraine war has ruptured Moscow’s ties to the West. But
countries in the global South have used the conflict to assert their
independence while China has seized the opportunity to increase its
global footprint. Dr. Angela Stent discusses what will the new global
order look like once this conflict is over?

— MARCH 5 -
Trying Times, Troubled Times:

The Reasons to be Optimistic
Growing up in the segregated South, parents, neighborhoods, schools
and churches equipped black children with the armor of history helping
many to thrive and be hopeful. Charlayne Hunter-Gault will share that
history to hopefully help create a more perfect union.

— MARCH 12 -

Russia, Ukraine and European Energy Security
Following Russia’s invasion of Ukraine, countries around the world
have experienced soaring energy prices. Energy security is a major
concern of many EU countries who had traditionally imported Russian
gas. Amb. Richard Morningstar will discuss this crisis and the
outlook for new alternative energy sources.

— MARCH 19 -
The Growing Proliferation of Nuclear Weapons:

Critical Threat to International Security?
During the Cold War, the overarching international concern was
nuclear war. After the fall of the Soviet Union, concern turned from
nuclear holocaust fears to nuclear terrorism. Amb. Robert Gallucci
will discuss the heightened risk presented by nuclear weapons in the
hands of governments in South and Northeast Asia, the Middle-East,
Russia and China.

— MARCH 26 -
A Message from Japan:

Dear China, Asia Does Not Belong to You
U.S. Marine jet fighters have landed on Japanese aircraft carriers, and
Japan has conducted naval exercises with India and Australia. Amb.
John Malott will explain how Japan’s role in the world is changing
faster than anyone could have imagined, even ten years ago. Where
is Japan going globally, and what does it mean for the United States?

G9



GLOBAL ISSUES SERIES II

Fridays, 10:00 am

a:i _ JANUARY 12 —

Understanding Iran’s Dynamics
Iran is a complex society differing substantially from the simplistic
views promoted by news coverage which prefers sensationalism
over serious analysis. As Iran becomes better educated and more
urban, what changes? Dr. Mohsen Milani will discuss Iran’s domestic
realities and its foreign policy choices and provide insight into where
things might be heading.

— JANUARY 19 -
US-China Relations from Cold War to Cold War

Starting as a trade war, China’s self-serving economic policies
propelled the U.S. into a cold war with Donald Trump imposing tariffs
on Chinese goods and restricting purchases of U.S. companies.
Biden has continued these policies and implemented additional
sanctions. Dr. David Lampton will elaborate on these policies and
the future outlook.

— JANUARY 26 —
Artificial Intelligence:

Reality Catching Up to Science Fiction
With the emergence of public artificial intelligence products, there is
increased focus on how they may affect our society and lives. At recent
hearings, Congress heard of the progress and dangers. Dr. Peter
Singer will examine the scope of Al development, the benefits it offers,
and the ethical challenges to human society.

— FEBRUARY 2 —
Europe’s Double Trouble UK’s: Ukraine and the UK

The Marcella Woodworth Lecture

Martin Walker explains that Europe has two “UK” problems, Ukraine
and the UK. War fatigue will be growing for a negotiated settlement
between Russia and Ukraine and its financial supporters, the U.S. and
the EU. New elections in Britain could deliver a center-left government
committed to moving closer to the EU.

— FEBRUARY 9 —

Why Americans Love and Hate Government
After communism’s collapse, many Americans believed free markets
and limited government would bring widespread democracy and
prosperity. With terrorism, a financial crisis, and COVID, American
attitudes shifted from free market advocacy to defense of authoritarian
policies. Dr. Jeremi Suri will explore why this shift occurred, and
implications for the future of democracy.

— FEBRUARY 16 -

Me Worry? Non-Traditional Threats to Global Security
Global travel, communication, and technology bring benefits and
threats to humankind. Environmental degradation, public health crises,
population dynamics, refugees, inequality, suppression of women and
minorities, cyber manipulation — all impact conflicts and challenge
global stability. Carla Koppell discusses strategies to mitigate conflicts
and promote peace and prosperity.

G10

VENICE PROGRAM
Venice Community Center Ty /

— FEBRUARY 23 — e,
Adapting to the Ebb of U.S. Middle East
Focus and Influence

As America devotes less attention and resources to the Middle East
and its friends and allies there, regional relations shift. Amb. Dennis
Ross will examine how countries, notably Israel, are adjusting and
what that portends for the region, for U.S. interests and shared values,
and for our global competitors.

— MARCH 1 -

Soft Power Diplomacy: America’s Hidden Treasure
Amb. Harriet Elam-Thomas will draw on her 42 years in the U.S.
Foreign Service and 18 years in academia to discuss the value of soft
power in 21st century diplomacy. With examples from her assignments
in Greece and Turkey, she will highlight how mutual respect builds
lasting relationships that reduce global threats.

— MARCH 8 —

Can Nuclear Energy Help Save the Planet?
Rod Adams, publisher of Atomic Insight, discusses nuclear energy
as a proven, ultra-low carbon energy source. Concerns about
climate change and energy supply security are stimulating new
interest. Nuclear advances are being led by innovators at large
companies. Efforts are focusing on systems that will lower costs and
shorten schedules.

— MARCH 15 -

Insurrection in America: The Rise in Political Violence

Escalating incidents of violence across the U.S. pose the biggest
threats to the nation, according to retired Army Lt. Gen. Russel
Honoré. Police violence has also increased. What is causing
this increase and how can we deal with it? General Honoré will share
his thoughts.

— MARCH 22 -
New Campaign Challenges in 2024:
Reaching a More Diverse Electorate
Dr. Susan MacManus will focus on the 4 M's of effective campaigning:
1 - Choosing the right message and messengers; 2 - Utilizing the most
impactful means of communication; 3 - Identifying and micro-targeting
key constituencies; 4 - Raising enough money and spending it wisely.

— MARCH 29 -
Outsmarting and Containing Putin: The Ukraine Trap

The Lee Solomon Lecture

Putin lost the peace which ended the first phase in Ukraine’s war of
independence. No major country, not even China, formally recognized
his gains. The U.S. invested heavily in building Ukraine’s ability
to defend itself. Putin knew time was not on his side and attacked
massively in February 2022. Dr. Robert Barylski will explain where
we are now and what comes next.

G1



GLOBAL ISSUES SERIES |
//,.' Wednesdays, 11:00 am

LAKEWOOD RANCH PROGRAM

Cornerstone Church

~
5‘ — JANUARY 10 -

Responding to a World in ‘Permacrisis’
Bombarded by an explosion of natural disasters, health crises,
wars, political instability, and economic dislocation, governments are
overwhelmed, business struggles to navigate the uncertainty, non-
profits cannot meet the demand, and media has lost its independent
voice. Amb. Daniel Speckhard will speak to the transformational
change needed to confront the existential challenges facing the world.

— JANUARY 17 —

A Fragile Balkan Region in the Vortex of War in Ukraine
Russia’s re-invasion of Ukraine last year changed the stakes for U.S.
involvement in Europe. Drawing on his experience in ex-Yugoslavia
going back to 1991, and more recently as U.S. Ambassador to
Bulgaria, Amb. Eric Rubin will look at the region as an example of the
new realities facing American foreign policy.

— JANUARY 24 -
Ukraine: Lessons in Modern Warfare

The Richard Friedman Lecture

Russia’s invasion of Ukraine was also a wake-up call for the U.S.
military, underscoring how the next war America fights will be
dramatically different than the previous decades of counterinsurgency
operations. Nolan Peterson has reported on the war since 2014. A
former Air Force Special Operations pilot, he will discuss what lessons
we have learned.

— JANUARY 31 -

Taiwan: Economic Powerhouse, Security Flash Point
Taiwan has an outsize role in the world economy but is a thorny
political issue in US-China relations. Dr. Shelley Rigger will explain
why Taiwan is of enduring value to the United States and why we
should commit resources so the people of Taiwan can choose their
relationship with the PRC.

— FEBRUARY 7 —
The Changing Climate and our Changing World

The global climate is warming. Bob Bunting will discuss what we face
during the next 30 years and what we can do about it. He is a renowned
scientist, businessman, entrepreneur and teacher. He will present a
unique outlook and offer specific solutions for our specific area as the
climate continues warming and climate disruptions increase.

— FEBRUARY 14 -
The War on Terror Twenty Years Later:

Are We Safer Now?

Are we safer today from terrorism than we were on September 11,
20017 If bin Laden were alive today what would he say? Dr. Bruce
Hoffman answers both questions through an assessment of the two
decades America has spent fighting terrorism including the effect of
new laws and new agencies. He wiil also evaluate whether the United
States is better prepared and equipped to defeat terrorism today than
it was on 9/11.

G12

— FEBRUARY 21 — we,

Iran: The Women'’s Rights Moment
When a 22-year-old Iranian woman came to Tehran to visit relatives,
she was arrested for nothing more than hair peeking out of her
headscarf. Beaten while in custody, she later died. Roya Hakakian will
discuss why, while others have suffered a similar fate, this particular
murder sparked the largest movement in Iran in 44 years.

— FEBRUARY 28 —

Putin’s War: How is it Affecting Global Order?
The Russia-Ukraine war has ruptured Moscow’s ties to the West. But
countries in the global South have used the conflict to assert their
independence while China has seized the opportunity to increase its
global footprint. Dr. Angela Stent discusses what will the new global
order look like once this conflict is over?

— MARCH 6 —
Trying Times, Troubled Times:

The Reasons to be Optimistic
Growing up in the segregated South, parents, neighborhoods, schools
and churches equipped black children with the armor of history helping
many to thrive and be hopeful. Charlayne Hunter-Gault will share that
history to hopefully help create a more perfect union.

— MARCH 13 —

Russia, Ukraine and European Energy Security
Following Russia’s invasion of Ukraine, countries around the world
have experienced soaring energy prices. Energy security is a major
concern of many EU countries who had traditionally imported Russian
gas. Amb. Richard Morningstar will discuss this crisis and the
outlook for new alternative energy sources.

— MARCH 20 -
The Growing Proliferation of Nuclear Weapons:

Critical Threat to International Security?
During the Cold War, the overarching international concern was
nuclear war. After the fall of the Soviet Union, concern turned from
nuclear holocaust fears to nuclear terrorism. Amb. Robert Gallucci
will discuss the heightened risk presented by nuclear weapons in the
hands of governments in South and Northeast Asia, the Middle-East,
Russia and China.

— MARCH 27 —
A Message from Japan:
Dear China, Asia Does Not Belong to You
U.S. Marine jet fighters have landed on Japanese aircraft carriers, and
Japan has conducted naval exercises with India and Australia. Amb.
John Malott will explain how Japan’s role in the world is changing
faster than anyone could have imagined, even ten years ago. Where
is Japan going globally, and what does it mean for the United States?

G13



GLOBAL ISSUES SERIES II

//,.' Thursdays, 5:00 pm

LAKEWOOD RANCH PROGRAM

Cornerstone Church

~
5‘ — JANUARY 11 -

Understanding Iran’s Dynamics
Iran is a complex society differing substantially from the simplistic
views promoted by news coverage which prefers sensationalism
over serious analysis. As Iran becomes better educated and more
urban, what changes? Dr. Mohsen Milani will discuss Iran’s domestic
realities and its foreign policy choices and provide insight into where
things might be heading.

— JANUARY 18 -
US-China Relations from Cold War to Cold War

Starting as a trade war, China’s self-serving economic policies
propelled the U.S. into a cold war with Donald Trump imposing tariffs
on Chinese goods and restricting purchases of U.S. companies.
Biden has continued these policies and implemented additional
sanctions. Dr. David Lampton will elaborate on these policies and
the future outlook.

— JANUARY 25 —
Artificial Intelligence:

Reality Catching Up to Science Fiction
With the emergence of public artificial intelligence products, there is
increased focus on how they may affect our society and lives. At recent
hearings, Congress heard of the progress and dangers. Dr. Peter
Singer will examine the scope of Al development, the benefits it offers,
and the ethical challenges to human society.

— FEBRUARY 1 —
Europe’s Double Trouble UK’s: Ukraine and the UK

The Marcella Woodworth Lecture

Martin Walker explains that Europe has two “UK” problems, Ukraine
and the UK. War fatigue will be growing for a negotiated settlement
between Russia and Ukraine and its financial supporters, the U.S. and
the EU. New elections in Britain could deliver a center-left government
committed to moving closer to the EU.

— FEBRUARY 8 —

Why Americans Love and Hate Government
After communism’s collapse, many Americans believed free markets
and limited government would bring widespread democracy and
prosperity. With terrorism, a financial crisis, and COVID, American
attitudes shifted from free market advocacy to defense of authoritarian
policies. Dr. Jeremi Suri will explore why this shift occurred, and
implications for the future of democracy.

— FEBRUARY 15 —

Me Worry? Non-Traditional Threats to Global Security
Global travel, communication, and technology bring benefits and
threats to humankind. Environmental degradation, public health crises,
population dynamics, refugees, inequality, suppression of women and
minorities, cyber manipulation — all impact conflicts and challenge
global stability. Carla Koppell discusses strategies to mitigate conflicts
and promote peace and prosperity.

G14

— FEBRUARY 22 — Wz,
Adapting to the Ebb of U.S. Middle East
Focus and Influence

As America devotes less attention and resources to the Middle East
and its friends and allies there, regional relations shift. Amb. Dennis
Ross will examine how countries, notably Israel, are adjusting and
what that portends for the region, for U.S. interests and shared values,
and for our global competitors.

— FEBRUARY 29 —

Soft Power Diplomacy: America’s Hidden Treasure
Amb. Harriet Elam-Thomas will draw on her 42 years in the U.S.
Foreign Service and 18 years in academia to discuss the value of soft
power in 21st century diplomacy. With examples from her assignments
in Greece and Turkey, she will highlight how mutual respect builds
lasting relationships that reduce global threats.

— MARCH 7 -

Can Nuclear Energy Help Save the Planet?
Rod Adams, publisher of Atomic Insight, discusses nuclear energy
as a proven, ultra-low carbon energy source. Concerns about
climate change and energy supply security are stimulating new
interest. Nuclear advances are being led by innovators at large
companies. Efforts are focusing on systems that will lower costs and
shorten schedules.

— MARCH 14 —

Insurrection in America: The Rise in Political Violence

Escalating incidents of violence across the U.S. pose the biggest
threats to the nation, according to retired Army Lt. Gen. Russel
Honoré. Police violence has also increased. What is causing
this increase and how can we deal with it? General Honoré will share
his thoughts.

— MARCH 21 -
New Campaign Challenges in 2024:
Reaching a More Diverse Electorate
Dr. Susan MacManus will focus on the 4 M's of effective campaigning:
1 - Choosing the right message and messengers; 2 - Utilizing the most
impactful means of communication; 3 - Identifying and micro-targeting
key constituencies; 4 - Raising enough money and spending it wisely.

— MARCH 28 -
Outsmarting and Containing Putin: The Ukraine Trap

The Lee Solomon Lecture

Putin lost the peace which ended the first phase in Ukraine’s war of
independence. No major country, not even China, formally recognized
his gains. The U.S. invested heavily in building Ukraine’s ability
to defend itself. Putin knew time was not on his side and attacked
massively in February 2022. Dr. Robert Barylski will explain where
we are now and what comes next.

G15



ABOUT OUR SPEAKERS

Rod Adams is a managing partner with
Nucleation Capital, a venture capital fund
focusing on advanced nuclear energy and deep
& decarbonization. The fund is building a portfolio of
innovative ventures using a new model of venture
fundraising that allows accredited investors to
make modest quarterly investments.

Mr. Adams has been the publisher of Atomic
Insights since 1995 and host of the Atomic Show podcast since
2006. He worked at Babcock & Wilcox as a member of a team
developing a small modular reactor called mPower. He served for
33 years in the U.S. Navy, U.S. Naval Reserves, and U.S. Naval
Academy. He served on two nuclear submarines and in a variety of
submarine support roles at Navy Headquarters in Washington, D.C.

In 1993 Mr. Adams founded Adams Atomic Engines, a small modular
reactor (SMR) company that was ahead of the bleeding edge. After
2003 interest in that technology sector began growing among
investors and government entities in the U.S. and internationally.
The interest has been expanding rapidly in the period since Russia
invaded Ukraine.

Mr. Adams holds a B.S. in English from the U.S. Naval Academy
and an M.S. in Systems Technology from the U.S. Naval
Postgraduate School.

Dr. Robert V. BarylskKi is a retired associate
professor in the Department of Government
and International Relations at USF Sarasota
and former Dean of the University prior to
'~ his retirement.

g An expert on civil-military relations in Russia, Dr.
Barylski published The Soldier in Russian Politics
1988-1996: Duty, Dictatorship and Democracy
under Gorbachev and Yeltsin. He travels to Russia frequently and
speaks and writes on political and economic reconstruction in the
former Soviet Union. He is particularly interested in the development
of oil resources in Russia and the newly independent nations on
its borders.

In recent years Dr. Barylski has become one of the leading experts
on Russian policy towards states and peoples of Islamic heritage.
He has also spoken to SILL audiences on the rise of tycoons in
the Russian economy and the relationships between Russia, China,
and Iran. He has made occasional expert contributions to the Voice
of America for broadcast to the greater Caspian region and has
participated in U.S. policy symposia at the U.S. Central Command.

Dr. Barylski holds an undergraduate degree in political science from
Brown University and graduate degrees in Russian area studies
and political science from Harvard.
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Bob Bunting, a scientist and serial
entrepreneur, is the CEO of the Climate
= Adaptation and Mitigation Center, an organization
dedicated to providing information about the
impact of global warming. Mr. Bunting is also
the CEO of Waterstone Strategies, a business
consulting firm. From 2005-2011, he served as
CEO of Pathogen Systems, a company that is
commercializing liquid crystal technology. He
has also worked for Digital Globe and MacDonald, Dettwiler and
Associates.

Within the academic community, Mr. Bunting was instrumental in
the development of the Entrepreneurship Program at the University
of Colorado Leeds School of Business where he served on the
faculty. Mr. Bunting taught courses in atmospheric science at St.
Louis University, Meramec College, Washington University, Indiana
University-Purdue University at Indianapolis, and Metro State
College (Denver).

Since 1988, Mr. Bunting has been on the board of directors for the
Colorado Music Festival. He is presently on the advisory boards of
the University of Colorado College of Music and the Deming Center
for Entrepreneurship.

Mr. Bunting holds B.S. & M.S. degrees in Atmospheric Science from
St. Louis University.

Amb. Harriet L. Elam-Thomas has six
decades of international affairs experience in
public diplomacy in government and academia.
In September 2021 she marked her second
retirement after 18 years at the University of
Central Florida where she established and
directed a diplomacy program. Several of her
students are now career diplomats and others
have held foreign affairs-related internships in
the U.S. and abroad. Amb. Elam-Thomas was Counselor of the
United States Information Agency and acting Deputy Director of the
agency until October 1999 prior to USIA's 1999 integration into the
Department of State.

As a foreign service officer, Amb. Elam-Thomas held positions as
U.S. Ambassador to Senegal, Country Affairs Officer for Greece,
Turkey and Cyprus, as well as other positions in France, Belgium,
Mali and Coéte D’lvoire. She has received distinguished awards for
her service, including the U.S. Government’s Superior Honor Award
and the Director General's Cup of the U.S. Department of State.

Amb. Elam-Thomas holds a B.S. in International Business from
Simmons College and an M.A. in Public Diplomacy from the
Fletcher School of Law & Diplomacy at Tufts University. She resides
in Orlando, FL with her husband Wilfred J. Thomas.
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Amb. Robert L. Gallucci is a Distinguished
Professor in the Practice of Diplomacy at Georgetown
University's Walsh School of Foreign Service. From
2015 to 2016 he was Director of the Kluge Center at
the Library of Congress, and from 2009 to 2014 he
was President of the MacArthur Foundation.

During the previous 13 vyears, Dr. Gallucci

3 was the Dean of the School of Foreign Service
at Georgetown University. This followed more than 20 years of
service with the U.S. government and international organizations
where he held positions as Special Envoy dealing with the threat
of ballistic missiles and weapons of mass destruction, Ambassador
at Large, Assistant Secretary of State for Political-Military Affairs,
Deputy Executive Chairman of the UN Commission charged with
the disarmament of Iraq after the first Gulf War, and Deputy Director
General of the Multinational Force and Observers -- the Sinai
peacekeeping force.

Dr. Gallucci holds a B.A. from Stony Brook University and an M.A.
and Ph.D. from Brandeis University. He is the author of Neither
Peace Nor Honor: The Politics of American Military Policy in Viet-
Nam and co-author of Going Critical: The First North Korean
Nuclear Crisis.

Roya Hakakian is an Iranian-American writer
and public speaker. Her works appear in leading
English language publications including The
New York Times, New York Review of Books
and The Atlantic. She serves as a fellow at Yale
University’s Davenport College, is a member of
the Council on Foreign Relations, and is a former
associate producer at CBS'’s 60 Minutes.

A founding member of the Iran Human Rights Documentation
Center, she has spoken on CNN as well as in Washington D.C.
for the Senate Foreign Affairs Committee. Her latest book, A
Beginner’'s Guide to America: For the Immigrant and the Curious,
has been called a contemporary Tocquevillian account by the Wall
Street Journal and the Boston Globe.

Ms. Hakakian is a recipient of the Guggenheim Fellowship
among many other prizes and has been called one of
“the most important activists, academics and journalists of
her generation.”

She received her bachelor’s degree from Brooklyn College.

For more information visit our website
sillsarasota.org
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Dr. Bruce Hoffman has been studying
terrorism and insurgency for nearly five
decades. He is a professor at Georgetown
University’s Walsh School of Foreign Service
and former director of both its Center for
Jewish Civilization and its Security Studies
Master of Arts degree program. Dr. Hoffman is
also currently the Shelby Cullom and Kathryn
W. Davis Senior Fellow for Counterterrorism
and Homeland Security at the Council on Foreign Relations,
and the George H. Gilmore Senior Fellow at the U.S. Military
Academy’s Combating Terrorism Center.

Dr. Hoffman is the author of the award-winning book,
Anonymous Soldiers (2015). His other books include Inside
Terrorism (3rd edition, 2017), cited as one of the 25 most
notable books published by Columbia University Press on
the occasion of its 125th anniversary and The Evolution of
the Global Terrorist Threat (2014). He is co-author of God,
Guns, and Sedition: Far-Right Terrorism in America, which is
scheduled to be published in December 2023.

Dr. Hoffman holds degrees in government, history, and
international relations. He received his doctorate from Oxford
University.

Lieutenant General Russel L. Honoré
retired from the U.S. Army after 37 years
on active duty in a variety of command and
staff positions which focused on defense
support to civil authorites and homeland
defense. He planned the responses to the
Shuttle  Columbia Tragedy and the D.C.
Sniper Shootings.

General Honoré supported the Defense Department response
to numerous hurricanes, not the least of which was Hurricane
Katrina that nearly devastated the population of New Orleans
in 2005. He commanded Joint Task Force Katrina which dealt
with the humanitarian crisis and safety of tens of thousands of
people impacted by the disaster. He was also in charge of military
responses to eight other hurricanes.

Recognized for his take-charge attitude in the wake of disasters, in
retirement General Honoré was asked to lead the investigation into
the January 6, 2021 Capitol riots. At the request of House Speaker
Nancy Pelosi, he rendered a report as to corrective actions that need
to be implemented to ensure such a tragedy does not successfully
recur. General Honoré is a noted public speaker and author.

G19



ABOUT OUR SPEAKERS

Charlayne Hunter-Gault is an award-
winning journalist whose works have appeared
in The New Yorker, The New York Times, PBS,
NPR and CNN. She is the author of five books
including My People, deemed one of the best
nonfiction books of 2022. Ms. Hunter-Gault
worked for 20 years with the PBS NewsHour, as
both NPR and later CNN’s Johannesburg bureau
chief, and as a contributor to The New Yorker.

Ms. Hunter-Gault has won numerous honors including two
Peabody and two Emmy awards. She was inducted into the
National Association of Black Journalists Hall of Fame, received
the Black Enterprises Legacy Award and the Washington Press
Club Foundation’s Lifetime Achievement Award. Her latest award is
also for Lifetime Achievement from the Anisfield Wolf Book Awards,
which annually recognizes authors whose work explores racism
and diversity.

Ms. Hunter-Gault holds a B.A. in journalism from the University
of Georgia.

Carla Koppell is a vice dean for the
Georgetown University School of Foreign Service
and Managing Director of the Georgetown
Institute for Women, Peace and Security. She
has worked in over 30 conflict zones throughout
the world. Ms. Koppell led the United States
Institute of Peace’s Center for Applied Conflict
Transformation, served as the Chief Strategy
Officer for the U.S. Agency for International
Development (USAID) and as USAID’s inaugural senior coordinator
for Gender Equality and Women’s Empowerment. She also led the
Conflict Prevention Project at the Woodrow Wilson International
Center for Scholars and the non-governmental Institute for Inclusive
Security.

Ms. Koppell has published two books, Untapped Power, and
Preventing the Next Wave of Conflict: Understanding Non-Traditional
Threats to Global Stability. She has contributed numerous articles
and reports and has spoken widely on foreign policy issues at the
United Nations, NATO, before U.S. congressional and Canadian
parliamentary committees, and for the Council on Foreign Relations.

Ms. Koppell received her M.A. in public policy from Harvard
University’'s Kennedy School of Government and her B.S. from
Cornell University.

For more information visit our website
sillsarasota.org
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Dr. David M. Lampton is an Oksenberg-
Rohlen Fellow at Stanford University’s Asia-
Pacific Research Center and Hyman Professor
and Director of China Studies Emeritus at
| the Johns Hopkins University School of
Advanced International  Studies  (SAIS).
He is a former chairman of the The Asia
Foundation, former president of the National
Committee on United States-China Relations,
and former dean of faculty at SAIS.

Dr. Lampton’s most recent book is Following the Leader: Ruling
China, from Deng Xiaoping to Xi Jinping. It was initially published
in January 2014 and was issued in a second edition with a new
preface in 2019. His current field research focuses on Beijing’s
effort to build high-speed and other rail lines to Singapore from
South China and involves interviews and field research in eight
countries. The underlying issue is how to conceive of Chinese
power. He is also author of The Three Faces of Chinese Power:
Might, Money, and Minds (2008).

Dr. Lampton received his B.A., M.A., and Ph.D. degrees from
Stanford University where, as an undergraduate student, he was
a firefighter. He holds an honorary doctorate from the Russian
Academy of Sciences’ Institute of Far Eastern Studies.

Dr. Susan A. MacManus is a USF
Distinguished  University Professor Emerita
Department of Government and International
Affairs, School of Interdisciplinary Global Studies.

Dr. MacManus has authored or co-authored
numerous publications on Florida politics,
- including Florida’s Minority Trailblazers: The Men

2 MBS and Women Who Changed the Face of Florida
Government, Politics in Florida, Young v. Old: Generational Combat
in the 21st Century and Targeting Senior Voters. Dr. MacManus
and her mother, Elizabeth, authored two local Florida history books:
Citrus, Sawmills, Critters & Crackers: Early Life in Lutz and Central
Pasco County and Going, Going, Almost Gone: Lutz-Land O’ Lakes
Pioneers Share Their Precious Memories. From 1998 to 2015, she
served as political analyst for WFLA News Channel 8 (Tampa’s
NBC affiliate).

Since 2016, Dr. MacManus has been the political analyst for ABC
Action News (Tampa’s ABC affiliate). She is a featured columnist
on sayfiereview.com, a widely read Florida-based political website.
Dr. MacManus has appeared on every major broadcast and
cable television and radio network and been interviewed by major
newspapers in Florida, the U.S., and abroad.

Dr. MacManus received her M.A. from the University of Michigan
and Ph.D. from Florida State University. She is Florida’s most-
quoted political scientist and is not affiliated with any political party.
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=3 Amb. John R. Malotts professional career
&% in the U.S. Foreign Service and as a non-profit

s leader has focused on Asia, and in particular,
Japan. During his 31-years in the U.S. Department
= of State, he served as U.S. Ambassador to
Malaysia; Deputy Assistant Secretary of State
for South Asian Affairs; U.S. Consul General in
Osaka, economic officer at the U.S. Embassy
in Tokyo, and U.S. Consul in Kobe, Japan;
Deputy U.S. Consul General in Mumbai, India; Deputy Director and
later Director of the Office of Japanese Affairs in Washington; and
civilian advisor to the U.S. Army in the Mekong Delta during the
Vietnam War.

After retirement from the State Department, Amb. Malott served for
12 years as President of the Japan-America Society of Washington
D.C. In 2017 the Emperor of Japan awarded him the Order of
the Rising Sun with Gold Rays and Neck Ribbon for his lifelong
contribution to U.S.-Japan relations.

Currently, Amb. Malott serves as an advisor to the Japan-America
Society, the National Cherry Blossom Festival of Washington,
D.C., and to groups promoting Japanese language education to
new generations of Americans. He is a graduate of Northwestern
University and the National War College.

Dr. Mohsen Milani is the Executive Director
of the Center for Strategic & Diplomatic Studies
and Professor of Politics at the University of
South Florida. He served as a department chair
from 1998 to 2012.

Dr. Milani has written more than sixty academic
articles and book chapters. His book, The Making
of Iran’s Islamic Revolution, has been used as
requwed reading in many universities in the U.S., Europe, Japan,
Canada, and Iran. His recent publications include “The Ayatollah’s
Game Plan” (Foreign Affairs), “Rouhani’'s Foreign Policy” (Foreign
Affairs), “The Rise and Fall of Rafsanjani” (The Atlantic), “Meet Me
in Baghdad” (Foreign Affairs), “Iran’s U.S. Policy” (Foreign Affairs),
and “Iran’s Policy toward Iraq” (book chapter). He is currently writing
a book about Iranian foreign policy. At USF World, he has been
conducting a Conversation Series on Global Security. Prominent
experts have been invited to the program for in-depth conversations
with him.

Born in Tehran, Dr. Milani completed his high school and higher
education in the U.S. and received his Ph.D. in political science from
the University of Southern California.
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Amb. Richard L. Morningstar is a Senior
Advisor at ASG, a global consulting firm. He is
the founding Director and Chairman of the Global
Energy Center at the Atlantic Council. From
2012 to 2014, he served as U.S. Ambassador to
the Republic of Azerbaijan. Previously, he was
the U.S. Secretary of State’s Special Envoy for
Eurasian Energy. He has lectured at Harvard
University and at Stanford Law School.

From 1999 to 2001 Amb. Morningstar served as U.S. Ambassador
to the European Union. Prior to this, he served as Special Advisor
to the President and Secretary of State for Caspian Basin Energy
Diplomacy. Prior to returning to the government in 2009, Amb.
Morningstar served on the board of the American Councils for
International Education and as a trustee of both the Kosovo-
America Educational Foundation and the Eurasia Foundation. He is
a member of the Council on Foreign Relations.

Amb. Morningstar received his J.D. from Stanford Law School and
his B.A. from Harvard University.

A former U.S. Air Force special operations pilot
== and a veteran of the wars in Afghanistan and
Iraq, Nolan Peterson is a conflict journalist
and author whose adventures have taken him
to all seven continents. He is the author of Why
Soldiers Miss War as well as several fiction
collections. As a war correspondent, Mr. Peterson
7 has reported extensively from the front lines in
eastern Ukraine, Afghanistan, Irag, and Syria. He has been featured
on CNN, Fox News, the BBC, Newsweek, the Heritage Foundation,
and Coffee or Die Magazine.

Mr. Peterson graduated from the U.S. Air Force Academy. He
attended graduate school at the Sorbonne in Paris, France. After
leaving the Air Force in 2011, he completed a master's degree
in journalism from Northwestern University’s Medill School of
Journalism where he was a McCormick Foundation fellow. He
recently joined the Atlantic Council as senior fellow and the
Pentagon’s Irregular Warfare Center as a warfare expert.

i
]
5

For more information visit our website
sillsarasota.org
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Dr. Shelley Rigger is Vice President for
Academic Affairs, Dean of Faculty, and Brown
Professor of Asian Studies at Davidson University.
Her research and writing focus on Taiwanese
politics and the relationships among the
United States, the People’s Republic of China,
and Taiwan.

In 2019-2020 Dr. Rigger was a Fulbright scholar
at National Taiwan University in Taipei, studying the political and
social views of Taiwanese youth. She has been a visiting professor
at universities in the People’s Republic of China-Fudan University
(2006) and Shanghai Jiaotong University (2013 & 2015) and a
visiting researcher at National Chengchi University in Taiwan in
2005. Dr. Rigger is also non-resident fellow of the China Policy
Institute at Nottingham University and a senior fellow of the Foreign
Policy Research Institute. She interacts frequently with U.S.
government officials, especially in the Taiwan policy field.

She has written two books for general readers on Taiwan: Why
Taiwan Matters: Small Island, Global Powerhouse (2011) and The
Tiger Leading the Dragon: How Taiwan Propelled China’s Economic
Rise (2021). Dr. Rigger is a director of The Taiwan Fund, a closed-
end investment fund specializing in Taiwan-listed companies.
She holds a B.A. from Princeton University and a Ph.D. from
Harvard University.

Amb. Dennis Ross is counselor and
William Davidson Distinguished Fellow at The
Washington Institute for Near East Policy. For
more than 12 years he played a leading role in
shaping U.S. involvement in the Middle East
peace process. He dealt directly with the principals
and was the U.S. point man on the peace process
. @\ in both the George H. W. Bush and the Bill
Clinton administrations.

Amb. Ross served two years as special assistant to President
Obama and National Security Council Senior Director for the Central
Region, and six months as special advisor on Iran to Secretary of
State Hillary Rodham Clinton. Previously he played a prominent role
in U.S. policy towards the former Soviet Union and the unification of
Germany and its integration into NATO.

Amb. Ross’s most recent book, Be Strong and of Good Courage:
How Israel’s Most Important Leaders Shaped Its Destiny, written
with his colleague David Makovsky, profiles four Israeli prime
ministers who made historic choices. It explores lessons from these
decisions for guidance on dealing with the fateful choice that Israel's
leaders must soon confront or by default become a binational state.

A graduate of UCLA, Amb. Ross has been named UCLA alumnus
of the year.
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Amb. Eric Rubin was elected to serve as
the President of the American Foreign Service
Association (AFSA) after his posting as U.S.
Ambassador to Bulgaria (2016-2019). He retired
from the Foreign Service in 2023.

Having joined the Foreign Service in 1985 after
; ‘ | graduating from Yale, he started as a political and

| human rights officer in Honduras (1985-1988). In
1989 he was assigned to the State Department’s Operations Center.
From 1989 to 1991 he worked in the Office of Soviet Union Affairs
where he monitored and reported on the collapse of the Soviet
Union. Next, he served as the security affairs officer for Central and
Eastern Europe.

Amb. Rubin left Washington in 1994 for Kiev, Ukraine as Deputy
Political Counsellor. In 2001 he was posted to Chiang Mai, Thailand
as Consul General.

In 2004 he returned to Washington as the director of the Office of
Policy Planning and Coordination in the Bureau of International
Narcotics and Law Enforcement Affairs. In 2006 he served as the
executive assistant to R. Nicholas Burns, the Under Secretary of
State for Political Affairs at the time. From 2008 to 2011 he served
as the Deputy Chief of Mission in Moscow.

Dr. Peter W. Singer is Strategist at New
America, a Professor of Practice at Arizona State
University, and Founding and Manager Partner
at Useful Fiction LLC. He is described in The
Wall Street Journal as “the premier futurist in the
national-security environment”. The Smithsonian
named him one of the nation’s 100 leading
innovators, Defense News one of the 100 most
influential people in defense issues, and Foreign Policy to their Top
100 Global Thinkers List.

Dr. Singer is an official “Mad Scientist” for the U.S. Army’s Training
and Doctrine Command. His non-fiction books include Corporate
Warriors: The Rise of the Privatized Military Industry, Children at
War, Wired for War: The Robotics Revolution and Conflict in the
21st Century; Cybersecurity and Cyberwar: What Everyone Needs
to Know, and Like War, which explores how social media has
changed war and politics.

He is also co-author of a new type of novel, a technothriller used
to communicate nonfiction research. Ghost Fleet: A Novel of
the Next World War led to briefings everywhere from the White
House to the Pentagon. His latest, Burn-In: A Novel of the Real
Robotic Revolution, has been described as “a visionary new form
of storytelling.”

Dr. Singer received his B.A. from Princeton University and his Ph.D.
from Harvard University.
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Amb. Daniel Speckhard is the President
and CEO of Corus International, a corporate
family of non-profits and businesses doing good
in the world. A transformational change agent and
visionary, he brings deep experience working at
the nexus of economic development, international
security, and political change, areas closely linked
to Corus’ mission to serve people experiencing
poverty and marginalization overseas.

Aformer U.S. Ambassador to Greece and Belarus, Amb. Speckhard
has had a long and distinguished career in government service. He
has deep experience with countries in transition from supporting
Russia, Ukraine, and the former Soviet states following the end of the
Cold War, to helping Eastern European countries in strengthening
their nascent democracies and joining NATO, to coordinating Irag’s
post-war reconstruction and recovery effort. He also understands
the transformational power of technology and data science, having
been a Senior Fellow with Palantir Technologies.

Amb. Speckhard serves as a Senior Advisor to the Center for
Strategic and International Studies and is on the Board of Visitors
of the University of Wisconsin’s La Follette School of Public Affairs.

Dr. Angela Stent is Director of the Center for
Eurasian, Russian and East European Studies
and Professor of Government and Foreign
Service at Georgetown University. She is also
a Senior Fellow (non-resident) at the Brookings
Institution and co-chairs its Hewett Forum on
Post-Soviet Affairs. She was a member of the
senior advisory panel for NATO's supreme
allied commander in Europe for Admiral James
Stavridis and General Philip Breedlove. She is a member of the
Council on Foreign Relations.

Dr. Stent won the Fletcher School of Law and Diplomacy’s prize for
the best book on U.S.-Russian Relations for her most recent book,
Putin’s World: Russia Against the West and With the Rest (2019).
She won the American Academy of Diplomacy’s Douglas Dillon
prize for the best book on the practice of American Diplomacy for
her previous book, The Limits of Partnership: US-Russian Relations
in the Twenty-First Century (2014).

Dr. Stent received her B.A. from Cambridge University, her MSc.
with distinction from the London School of Economics and Political
Science and her M.A. and Ph.D. from Harvard University.
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Dr. Jeremi Suri holds the Mack Brown
Distinguished Chair for Leadership in Global
Affairs at the University of Texas at Austin. He
is a professor in the University’s Department of
History and the Lyndon B. Johnson School of
Public Affairs.

Dr. Suri is the author and editor of eleven books
on contemporary politics and foreign policy.
His latest book is Civil War By Other Means: America’s Long and
Unfinished Fight for Democracy (2022). His previous book, The
Impossible Presidency: The Rise and Fall of America’s Highest
Office, was a New York Times Book Review Editor’s Choice.

In 2018 Dr. Suri received the President's Associates Teaching
Excellence Award from the University of Texas, and the Pro Bene
Meritis Award for Contributions to the Liberal Arts. His writings
appear widely in blogs and print media including The New York
Times, Washington Post, Houston Chronicle, Atlantic, Time,
Wired, New Republic, and Foreign Policy. Dr. Suriis also a frequent
public lecturer and guest on radio and television programs. He
hosts a weekly podcast, “This is Democracy,” available through
his professional webpage: https://jeremisuri.net.

Martin Walker has now retired after 30 years
in journalism for the Guardian and UPI, and a
second career with another ten years in think-
tanks, including the World Policy Council, the
Woodrow Wilson Center for Scholars and as
Director of the Global Business Policy Council.

\, N He is now enjoying his third career as a mystery

‘ novelist, and his ‘Bruno, chief of police’ novels
have now sold more than 4 million copies in 17 languages. Bruno’s
Cookbook, written with his wife, Julia, was awarded the Gourmand
International prize as the world’s best French cookbook, and they
are now working on a second, Bruno’s Garden Cookbook. He is
also a Grand Consul of the wines of Bergerac, and was awarded a
gold medal by the French government for his services to tourism.

Mr. Walker is a graduate of Balliol College at Oxford, England.
i
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For more information visit our website
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GLOBAL ISSUES
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MUSIC MONDAYS

Sarasota: 10:30 am First United Methodist Church
Venice: 3:00 pm Venice Presbyterian Church

Natalie Helm and
E 8 gj;r:]a‘z)than Mamorg 15 cheeko Matsusaka
g Cello, Cello
2 : : :
< Peter Rothstein Eddie Tobin
n 22 Director 29 Piano
S 5 Ariana Kim 12 Oleg Kruglyakov and L E A R N I N G
% Violin Terry Boya(sky
Balalaika, Piano
5 NEVER ENDS
% Ricardo Jose Rivera
Doug Wright and Carmenchu /%6
E 19 Playwright and Librettist 26 Dominguez i 2 2
Baritone, Soprano
Janet Horvath Curtis Herwig Plymouth Harbor on Sarasota Ba
5 4 Cello/Author 11 String Sextet y J & 1
& is proud of our long-standing support
g 18 Larisa Martinez 25 Colin Leonard for The Sarasota Institute of Lifetime
Mezzo-Soprano Saxophone S
Learning (SILL). Whether on our

campus, within Sarasota or beyond,

we value the pursuit of knowledge

The [% and passion for creativity as core
ISland components of our entire community.
Bookshop

LOCATED IN HISTORIC
DOWNTOWN VENICE

941.416.5511
theislandbookshop.com

206 West Miami Avenue * Vernice, FL 34285
theveniceislandbookshop@gmail.com

BookstorelSarasota
Downtown Sarasota
www.sarasotabooks.com
941-365-7900

Honored ¥
to be your

BQOKSTORE SILL bookstore ~ 700John Ringling Blvd. | Sarasota, Florida 34236 ﬂ
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RINGLING COLLEGE LIBRARY ASSOCIATION

TOWN HALL

SARASOTA’S PREMIER LECTURE SERIES™

Bringing influencers from the world stage to our stage in Sarasota

CONGRESSWOMAN
LIZ CHENEY
JANUARY 16, 2024

AMBASSADOR

MARIE YOVANOVITCH

FEBRUARY 5, 2024

STANLEY TUCCI
FEBRUARY 26, 2024

NIR EYAL
MARCH 11, 2024

MISTY COPELAND
APRIL 15, 2024

For subscription information visit
RCLAssociation.org | 941-309-5100

Venicg,aaire

Great Stories.
Well Played.

2023-24 OUR 74TH SEASON

- | GOLF WITHALAN SHEPARD
' REEFER MADNESS
THE ADDAMS FAMILY

\ACHRISTMAS CAROL

SOLOFEST

CALENDAR GIRLS

JIMMY BUFFETT'S ESCAPE TO MARGARITAVILLE

\WIHEWARVELOUS WONDERETTES: DREAM ON

THE SILVER FOXES: BRO.

THE ENCHANTED BOOKSHOP
PINKY'S PLAYERS
BANK J0B

YANADU, 2023

VeniceTheatre.org | Buy Tickets
941.488.1115 | COMING BACK STRONG




ZPLAYERS
GENTRE

Feb. 21-March 10, 2024

Sarasota’s Cofhm(mi’ry The'o’rr
theplayers.org | 941.365.2494
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SFaith + &
SPEAKER SERIE

Join us and these nationally recognized thought
leaders as they share their stories and explore
issues surrounding faith and spirituality. Events
are free and open to all.

DAVID FRENCH

Nov. 16 * 6:30 pm Sanctuary
David French is a political columnist
and former attorney who has argued
high-profile religious liberty cases.
His most recent book is Divided We
Fall: America’s Secession Threat
and How to Restore Our Nation.

DR. EDDIE GLAUDE, JR.

Jan. 25, 2024

6:30 pm ¢ Sanctuary

Bestselling author (Begin Again:
James Baldwin’s America and Its
Urgent Lessons for our Own) and
Chair of Princeton’s Department of
African American Studies.

DR. KRISTIN KOBES DU MEZ

| Feb. 22,2024 - 6:30 pm

.~ Sanctuary
Author of the bestselling book Jesus
and John Wayne, and a professor
of History at Calvin University.
Her research areas focus on the
intersection of gender, religion, and
politics in recent American history.

JIM WALLIS

March 14, 2024

6:30 pm ¢ Sanctuary

Bestselling author, public theologian,
renowned preacher, and founder

of Sojourners Magazine. He has
taught faith and public life courses at
Harvard and Georgetown University.

3224 Bee Ridge Rc rasota, FL 34239
WWW.CHURCHOFTHEPALMS.ORG
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BOARD MEMBERS

DIRECTORS

Bob Deutsch President
Jeff Olesen Vice President
Bob Germain Secretary
Marshall Greenwald Treasurer
Robert Barylski* Director
Michael Boorstein Director
Karen Brown Director
Adrienne Cipolla Director
Beth Cotner* Director
Bob DeFillippi Director
Jane DeFillippi Director
Gordon Garrett Director
Joe Holt Director
Susan Hook Director
Craig Kennedy Director
Sue Lewis Director
Bob Lieber Director
Gerald Luhman Il Director
Teresa Morris Director
Ed Swan Director
Richard Rose Director
Betsy Traba Director
Kathie Westpheling Director

* Former SILL Board President

EX-OFFICIO
Jorie Lueloff*  John McGruder Jr.*  Mary Testa* Chet Thompson*
ADJUNCT MEMBERS
Sue Banks Carmen Stoeckmann
Kirk Bradley Mike Shacket
Carmine Cipolla Bill Smullen
Peter J. Huber* Jane Storm
Craig Marion

SPCWA 24

February 6-8
USF St. Petersburg

Key experts and thought leaders from around the world join us to
engage on critical topics of international interest.

WorldAffairsConference.org
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VOLUNTEERS

Share your time and talent...volunteer!

Volunteer support is critical to SILL being in a position
to continue offering the Global Issues and Music Series
that audiences have enjoyed over the past 52 years.

For every lecture a full complement of volunteers is
required to ensure everything runs smoothly. They
include the parking facilitators, ushers, greeters, ticket
sales and/or logistics administrators, as well as others.

While the Global Issues and Music Series run January
through March, the SILL Board works throughout the
year in preparation for the next season.

If you have the interest and desire to join the many
volunteers who are already involved, and wish to learn
more, please contact:

Volunteer Coordinator at
sillvolunteer@gmail.com

Karen Allen Charlene Gorbet Ali Murphy
Ellen Bell Louise Grotolli Sharon Newman
Jeb Bell John Haddock Ted Poulos
Rita Berman Tess Hoey Dale Povenmire
Donn Blodgett Katalin Holzmann Geri Pozzi-Gallizi

Arie Bortinger
Nancy Berlinger

Dean Inglis
Carol Javner

Susan Rose
Joe Rosenthal

Judy Carson Ernie Jermo Joyce Rosenthal
Susan Catlette Jimmy Jewell Liz Schreiber
Ludvik Cizinsky Joyce Jewell Ross Scott

Jerry Corcoran Holly Kennedy Bob Stewart

Joe Cucci Jan La Haie Jewel Thompson
Christine Deutsch Lucy Lapides Teri Tumlin

Craig Fingerman James Long Joe Van Berkel
Pat Finnerty Dennis Lynch Paul Westpheling
Lyn Foster Dian Lynch Rosanna White
Jim Freedman Cort Martin Greg Wiitala
Rosanne Gaglio Walter Maxymuk Anna Wolaniuk
Richard Geifman Diane Miller Cathy Yilmaz

Steve Golliher

Royce Morris

Mustafa Yilmaz
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FRIENDS OF SILL

SILL is a volunteer organization, totally funded by ticket
sales, the support of institutional sponsors and generous
contributions from its friends.

We want to thank the many Friends of SILL whose names
appear below for helping us to maintain the high quality and
reasonable cost of our programs.

The listing is for donations received between 7/1/22 and
6/30/23.

Although space constraints only allow acknowledgment of
contributions at and above the $50 level in this booklet, all
contributions are gratefully appreciated.

Tax-deductible donations to SILL can be added to the
“Friends of SILL” line at the bottom of your order form.
Donations may also be given to a SILL board member at any
lecture or you may mail your check to: SILL Registrar, Box
219, 8499 S. Tamiami Trail, Sarasota, FL 34238

Thank you for being a Friend of SILL.

Friends of SILL Honor Roll

$10,000+ Angel Kathleen Case

Donald & Patricia Iren.e e T
Savage Estate Chns’Fopher Clarke
Caroline Cyr

$1000+ Sponsor Philip Dierstein

Gerald Luhman Il Robert Eikill

James & Stephania \N/?EFS!/:_'fmk .
McClennen Icki Fitzgeral

Charlofte Sukilor Fred & Elaing Gewirtz
Cheryl Goldhirsch

$500+ Patron Robert Hammond

: Christine Heider
Jenne Britell

; Terry Hynes
Jasephi Le B Elizabeth M Johnston
Robert & Jane Defillippi RANGH | Sehas
Jerel Johnson

Rebecca Preston Joan Lieberman
Barry Lockhart
Edward Swan y

: Cort Martin
Bugias yiright Betty Burge Menell

$100+ Supporter Dan Miller

Judith Mower
Bruce Ballard

Susan Newmark
Sumner & Donna Baum Steven Quick
Susan Boston

: Vancene Robenalt
Sandra Brinker Joyce Rosenthal
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Margo Ross

Rich Rowe

Paul Russell

Richard Russell

Mr. & Mrs. Jonathan Ryder

Barry Safir

Werner Schuele

Nancy Vandegrift

Vanessa Wassenar

Joan & Jerry Wexler
Family Foundation

John Wolf

$50+ Friend

James Atsaides
Victoria Babcock
Jan Baker

Joan Bauerlein
Linda Berliner
Linda Bodycomb
William Bouman
Julie Brogan
Robert Burgess
Alan Chalfin
Daniel Chamberlain
Helen Charash
Lewis Clark
Shirley Danko
Sarah Distefano
Nancy Dotson
Carol Fink
Robert Gibbons
Carol Hancock
Stephen Hefler MD
Sidney Holec
Adele L Kellman

Angela King
Alexander Kirkpatrick
Stephen Kutikoff
Vicki Lachman
Karen Laforest

Paul Lavallee
Barbara Leahy

Jon Levine

Marks & Donna Lockhart
Roslyn Lurie
Sanford MacKman
William Marcus
James Martin

Jane McCormack
Christopher McDevitt
Barbara Nelson
Nigel Newman

John Norris

Nancy Port

Sharon Quittner
Roger Roess

Terry & Sam Roth
Joyce Sambursky
Cheryl Scheid

Joan Shust

Susan Silton
Christine Sloane
lleen Swerdloff

Jim & Joan Symons
Oliver Taylor

John Van Camp
Jacqueline Vlaming
Anita Wilson

Robert & Linda Winter
Jean Wood

Sora Yelin

O=10

For more information visit our website
sillsarasota.org
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Richard Friedman
1930-2023
Richard Friedman served on the SILL board for
11 years. Richard was an accomplished lawyer
(assistant state’s attorney for lllinois under various
administrations) and a great adventurer. He wrote
the constitution for both the country of Georgia
and Somalia. He helped to organize the Vietham
airlift with a 2-day notice and rode polo ponies in
Uzbekistan. He also ran for Mayor of Chicago
(unsuccessfully) against Mayor Daily. He had an
unending curiosity and was interested in discussing
world affairs up until the end.

Lee Solomon
1927-2023
Lee was a quintessential gentleman, self-confident
and of great intellect, with an uncanny ability to
discern the heart of an issue. A longtime SILL
Seminar devotee, he served the Board seven years,
through 2012. His professional expertise was in
starting and publishing magazines and included 20
years lived in Italy. This was instrumental in helping
expand the SILL brand and profoundly contributed
to what became SILL's greatest growth period.

Marcella Woodworth
1945-2023
After gratifying careers in education and corporate
America, Marcella Woodworth found a second
calling at SILL where she served as a SILL
Board member and in the position of Secretary.
For several years, she and her husband, Archie,
were the coordinators for our Venice venue. This
gave her the opportunity to indulge her interest in
political and international affairs and occasionally to
utilize her fluent foreign language skills. She will be
greatly missed.

 [u]
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For more information visit our website
sillsarasota.org
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OTHER NOTES

SERIES TICKETS
The purchase of a $110 series ticket entitles the holder to
attend all of the lectures in that series. It cannot be used for
lectures in other series. All ticket sales are final. To order
tickets using a check, see the Order Form on page G33. To
order tickets using your credit card, go to our website.

SINGLE DAY ADMISSIONS
Daily tickets to all lectures are $15 at the door. Payment
may be made by cash or check only.

LECTURE RECORDINGS
Flash drives and compact discs of all of the Sarasota
lectures are available for $15 each. You can order past,
present, and future lectures in the lobby at the end of each
lecture. Also available are box sets of 12 lectures of your
choice for $110.

ASSISTIVE LISTENING

Thursday Video on Demand recordings have closed
captioning. Wireless hearing enhancement systems are
available free of charge at First United Methodist Church
and the Venice Community Center on a first come, first
served basis. Your driver’s license or credit card will be
retained until the receiver is returned at the end of the
lecture.

Sarasota Institute of Lifetime Learning
Box 219, 8499 S Tamiami Trail, Sarasota, FL 34230
941-365-6404

www.sillsarasota.org

Any views, information and/or other content expressed
or made available by any SILL speaker are those of the
speaker and are not necessarily those of SILL.

 [u]
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For more information visit our website
sillsarasota.org
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2024

MUSIC MONDAYS
MUSIC SERIES

Y )

o

MUSICAL CONVERSATIONS
WITH GREAT PERFORMERS




SARASOTA PROGRAM

Pages M4-M5 MONDAY

MUSIC MONDAYS
12 Conversations January 8 — March 25, 10:30 am

Pages G4-G5 TUESDAY

GLOBAL ISSUES SERIES |
12 Lectures January 9 — March 26, 10:30 am

Pages G6-G7 THURSDAY

GLOBAL ISSUES SERIES Il
12 Lectures January 11 — March 28, 10:30 am

VENICE PROGRAM

Pages M4-M5 MONDAY
MUSIC MONDAYS
12 Conversations January 8 — March 25, 3:00 pm
Pages G8-G9 TUESDAY

GLOBAL ISSUES SERIES |
12 Lectures January 9 — March 26 2:30 pm

Pages G10-G11 FRIDAY

GLOBAL ISSUES SERIES II
12 Lectures January 12 — March 29, 10:00 am

LAKEWOOD RANCH PROGRAM

Pages G12-G13 WEDNESDAY

GLOBAL ISSUES SERIES |
12 Lectures January 10 — March 27, 11:00 am

Pages G14-G15 THURSDAY

GLOBAL ISSUES SERIES 11
12 Lectures January 11 — March 28, 5:00 pm

Please flip the brochure for information on
the Global Issues series

M2

OVERVIEW

Featuring a wide variety of musicians
from around the country, Music Mondays
2024 continues the tradition of lively
musical conversations in Sarasota
and Venice. From world-class pianists
to extraordinary string performers to
sensational vocalists, this season
features a mosaic of musical artists who
will share their artistry as well as their
unique stories as performing artists.
Unusual amongst the offerings will be
a showcase of the balalaika, a folk string instrument from Russia,
plus a couple of sessions featuring musically minded artists who
create within the musical medium but aren’t necessarily practicing
musicians. Peter Rothstein, incoming Producing Artistic Director for
the Asolo Theatre and librettist Doug Wright from the Hermitage
Artist Retreat will lead us in a lively discussion about their work in
the world of musical theater. And Janet Horvath, former cellist with
the Minnesota Orchestra, will talk about her recent award-winning
book, The Cello Still Sings-A Generational Story of the Holocaust
and of the Transformative Power of Music.

A balance between popular and classical music provides a good
contrast this season, particularly with the artistry of local pianist
Eddie Tobin, former music director for Engelbert Humperdinck, as
well as jazz sensation Colin Leonard, a third-year student at the
famed Oberlin Conservatory of Music. We continue to feature star
musicians from local ensembles and this year I'm delighted that
cellists Natalie Helm and Cheeko Matsusaka from the Sarasota
Orchestra will join us and discuss their work with non-profit
organizations in the area. Pianist Jonathan Mamora, recent winner
of the Olga Kern International Piano Competition, will delight us with
his pianistic prowess and string lovers will be in heaven with the
artistry of Ariana Kim and a star-studded sextet of musicians from
the Curtis Institute of Music. Rounding out the season are a trio
of emerging Latin American singers who are taking the world by
storm. Ricardo José Rivera, performing with the Sarasota Opera
this coming season, is joined by his wife Carmenchi Dominguez in
a special duo session and Larisa Martinez, soprano, has one of the
sultriest voices on the planet.

Along with my co-host, Betsy Traba, we hope you will join us on our
journey this season — Music Mondays: Musical Conversations with
Great Performers is a unique program presented by SILL, offering
you a glimpse into the life of amazing artists.

We celebrate the extraordinary life of Robert Sherman, noted radio
personality and host for many Music Mondays sessions, who passed
away in July 2023. The 2024 Music Mondays season is dedicated to
his memory and contributions to the community of Sarasota.

Joseph Holt
M3



MUSIC MONDAYS

Musical Conversations

SARASOTA
10:30 am — Church of the Palms

VENICE
3:00 pm — Venice Presbyterian Church

— JANUARY 8 —

Jonathan Mamora, Piano
Jonathan Mamora is the first prize winner in the 2022 International Olga
Kern Piano Competition and has performed throughout North America,
South America, Europe, and Asia. He is Indonesian American and has
served as a church pianist and organist — the result of having been
enrolled in piano lessons by his parents for the purpose of becoming
a church musician.

— JANUARY 15 -

Natalie Helm and Cheeko Matsusaka, Cello
Natalie Helm and Cheeko Matsusaka, both celebrated cellists, hold
positions in the Sarasota Orchestra. Natalie is the director of Upward
Notes, an organization that spreads the joy and benefits of music
outside of the concert hall. In March of 2020, Cheeko founded Back to
the Beat, a 501(c)3 nonprofit organization that is dedicated to bringing
in-the-moment-comfort-care to wellness communities.

— JANUARY 22 —

Peter Rothstein, Director
Peter Rothstein is the newly designated Producing Artistic Director
for the Asolo Repertory Theatre where he has directed Man of La
Mancha, Sweeney Todd and Ragtime. For 25 years Rothstein served
as the Founding Artistic Director of Theater Latté Da, a Minneapolis-
based company dedicated to new and adventurous music-theater.

— JANUARY 29-

Eddie Tobin, Piano
Eddie Tobin is a native Floridian. Attending the University of Miami,
Eddie was in the Studio Music and Jazz Piano program. For seven and
a half years, Eddie was music director, pianist, conductor and arranger
for Engelbert Humperdinck. He is a local Sarasota musical legend and
is frequently performing around the area.

— FEBRUARY 5 —
Ariana Kim, Violin
Noted by The New York Times for giving “the proceedings an invaluable
central thread of integrity and stylishness,” violinist Ariana Kim made
her New York recital debut at Carnegie’s Weill Hall during her doctoral
studies at Juilliard and is now a tenured professor at Cornell University.

— FEBRUARY 12 -
Oleg Kruglyakov and Terry Boyarsky, Balalaika, Piano

Russian Duo was born out of love of traditional music and classical
elegance. Oleg Kruglyakov is a balalaika virtuoso from Siberia,
trained at the prestigious Urals State Conservatory in Yekaterinburg.
Terry Boyarsky is an American concert pianist, Dalcroze Eurhythmics
teacher and Ethnomusicologist.

M4

SARASOTA and VENICE
PROGRAMS

— FEBRUARY 19 -

Doug Wright, Playwright/Librettist
Doug Wright is a Pulitzer and Tony Award-winning playwright and
librettist. He is currently represented on Broadway with his play Good
Night, Oscar. Wright is a proud Hermitage alumnus and a member of
the Hermitage Board of Trustees. In conversation with Doug Wright will
be Hermitage Artistic Director and CEO Andy Sandberg or Programs
Director James Monaghan.

— FEBRUARY 26 -
Ricardo José Rivera and Carmenchu Dominguez,

Baritone, Soprano
Puerto Rican baritone Ricardo José Rivera is appearing with the
Sarasota Opera in the 2024 Winter Season. Carmench( Dominguez,
soprano, has performed throughout Puerto Rico and her home country
of the Dominican Republic.

— MARCH 4 -

Janet Horvath, Cello/Author
A lifelong performing classical musician, soloist, author, speaker, and
educator, Janet Horvath was the Minnesota Orchestra’s associate
principal cello from 1980 to 2012. She has performed in recital,
chamber music, and as soloist with orchestras throughout the US,
Canada, and Europe.

— MARCH 11 -

Curtis Institute, String Sextet
Established teaching and performing artists Benjamin Beilman,
violin; Milena Pajaro-van de Stadt, viola; and Oliver Herbert, cello
join forces with three emerging artists from the famed Curtis Institute
of Music in Philadelphia, PA., showcasing their work as performers,
mentors and instructors.

— MARCH 18 -

Larisa Martinez, Mezzo-Soprano
Puerto Rican opera singer Larisa Martinez has been praised and
sought after for her “smoky soprano” (Opera News), gracing many
of the world’s top opera and concert stages including recent debuts
as a soloist at the Kennedy Center, Carnegie Hall, Madison Square
Garden, and the Hollywood Bowl.

— MARCH 25 —

Colin Leonard, Saxophone
Jazz multi-instrumentalist and composer Colin Leonard weaves
together soulful melodies on the saxophone while embracing the
harmonious connection between music and the natural world.
Currently in his third year at Oberlin Conservatory of Music, Colin is
majoring in Jazz Studies and minoring in Environmental Studies.

M5



ABOUT OUR ARTISTS

Curtis Institute, String Sextet

Established teaching and performing artists Benjamin Beilman, violin;
Milena Pajaro-van de Stadt, viola; and Oliver Herbert, cello join forces
with three emerging artists from the famed Curtis Institute of Music in
Philadelphia, PA. Three of their students will be joining them for this event,
showcasing their work as performers, mentors and instructors.

Benjamin Beilman has won international praise both for his passionate
performances and deep rich tone which the Washington Post called
“mightily impressive.” The New York Times has praised his “handsome
technique, burnished sound, and quiet confidence,” and the Strad
described his playing as “pure poetry.”

Milena Pajaro-van de Stadt, the founding violist of the Dover Quartet,
performed with the Grammy-nominated string quartet until 2022. She
has appeared as a soloist with the Tokyo Philharmonic Orchestra, the
Jacksonville Symphony, and the Sphinx Chamber Orchestra.

Oliver Herbert is quickly building a reputation as an artist with a distinct
voice and individual style, admired by audiences for his communicative
and connective performances. The recipient of a 2021 Avery Fisher
Career Grant, Oliver has been praised by San Francisco Classical Voice
for his “expansive tone, virtuosity, and musical instincts.”

Natalie Helm
and Cheeko

Matsusaka, Cello
Natalie Helm Principal
Cello of the Sarasota
Orchestra, has been
praised by Fox News
as having a sound
that “catches the
attention of the room”

hode® ‘ and “leaves a lasting
impression”. LA Times proclaimed the audience “was transfixed” by her
performance that was “handled ardently”. A cellist of “musical grace” and
extraordinary versatility, Ms. Helm enjoys a dynamic career as a soloist,
chamber musician, orchestral musician, and educator.

o’

As the founder of Upward Notes, she brings musicians together to
perform and create opportunities to bring positive social change to the
communities she works in. Upward Notes has performed for prisoners,
homeless shelters, animal shelters, drug-rehab facilities, dementia
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patients, and assisted living facilities throughout the United States.
Cheeko Matsusaka was the youngest of 5 siblings. Her musical journey
began in traditional fashion, starting the cello at age six, eventually
receiving her Bachelor in Music from New England Conservatory, and
Masters degrees from SUNY at Stony Brook and Carnegie Mellon.

In 2019 Cheeko earned her certification as Certified Music Practitioner
from the Music for Healing and Transition Program which enables her to
provide live music-at-bedside in healthcare settings. In March of 2020,
Cheeko founded Back to the Beat, an organization dedicated to bringing
in-the-moment-comfort-care to wellness communities.

Janet Horvath, Cello/Author

Janet Horvath, author and cellist, was born
in Toronto, Canada. A lifelong performing
classical musician, soloist, author, speaker, and
educator, she was the Minnesota Orchestra’s
associate principal cello from 1980 to 2012.
She has performed in recital, chamber music,
and as soloist with orchestras throughout the
US, Canada, and Europe.

An advocate for injury prevention for musicians,

{ Ms. Horvath has given masterclasses and
seminars for orchestras and conservatories from coast to coast and has
appeared on CBC, BBC, and NPR radio stations, and PBS television.
She is a popular guest speaker, live and on podcasts and conducts lively
conversations about cello playing, the importance of the arts and music in
particular, injury prevention, and genocide prevention.

The Cello Still Sings — A Generational Story of the Holocaust and of the
Transformative Power of Music, her recently released book, is a sweeping
and true history of three generations darkened by the long shadow of
the Holocaust. Janet's parents, both classical musicians and Holocaust
survivors, buried who and what they were before. Her first book,
Playing(less) Hurt — An Injury Prevention Guide for Musicians, received
international critical acclaim, winning a gold IPPY award in 2009.

Ariana Kim, Violin

Noted by The New York Times for giving
“the proceedings an invaluable central thread
of integrity and stylishness,” violinist Ariana
Kim made her New York recital debut at
Carnegie’s Weill Hall during her doctoral studies
at Juilliard and is now a tenured professor at
Cornell University.

At 16, Ariana made her debut with the St. Paul
Chamber Orchestra and at 24 was appointed
| acting concertmaster of the Louisiana

Philharmonic in New Orleans; she has since

become one of the most respected artists of her generation. As a violinist
of the Aizuri Quartet she was awarded the 2017 Osaka International
Competition Grand Prize, the 2018 M-Prize, and a 2019 GRAMMY®
nomination for the album Blueprinting. During her tenure, the ensemble
served as a Quartet-in-Residence at the Metropolitan Museum of Art and
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presented recitals at Suntory Hall Tokyo, the University of Toronto, and
the Kennedy Center, among others in 2020.

Recently having returned from a sabbatical year in South Korea, Ariana
spent seven months studying the gayageum (an ancient zither-style
instrument), performing throughout the country, and presenting master
classes at Seoul National University.

Colin Leonard, Saxophone

Jazz multi-instrumentalist and composer Colin
Leonard weaves together soulful melodies
on the saxophone while embracing the
{ harmonious connection between music and
the natural world. Born and raised in Sarasota,
FL, Colin’s musical journey began at the young
age of 5, exploring various instruments before
discovering his true passion for the saxophone

‘ at 10.

+ With over a decade of dedicated practice, his
expressive improvisations have become a hallmark of his artistry, drawing
inspiration from an array of musical styles. Currently in his third year at
Oberlin Conservatory of Music, Colin is majoring in Jazz Studies and
minoring in Environmental Studies. Guided by mentors such as Tony
Benade, Gary Bartz, Gerald Cannon, Jamey Haddad, and Paul Samuels,
Colin has developed a sound that is playful yet introspective.

As a true multi-instrumentalist, he effortlessly switches between
saxophones, clarinet, flute, piccolo, recorders, piano, guitar, aux
percussion, and even vocals. Beyond performing, Colin’s creativity shines
through his compositions, arrangements, and music production, reflecting
a passion for pushing artistic boundaries. Colin’s musical journey took
flight professionally at the age of 15 when he joined the Sarasota/
Bradenton music scene with his jazz quartet, “Loose Change.”

Jonathan Mamora, Piano

Jonathan Mamora is the first prize winner
in the 2022 International Olga Kern Piano
Competition and has performed throughout
North America, South America, Europe, and
Asia. He is Indonesian American and has
served as a church pianist and organist — the
result of having been enrolled in piano lessons
by his parents for the purpose of becoming a
church musician.

Jonathan aims to use music as service not
only in the church, but also in the community through homes, schools,
community centers, and the concert hall. He is currently a doctoral
student at the Eastman School of Music.

Acclaimed for his “most assured pianism,” “natural, songful lyricism,”
and ‘“rippling through virtuosic passagework” (The Dallas Morning
News), Jonathan has performed throughout North America, South
America, Europe, and Asia, and he is a prizewinner of numerous
piano competitions.
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Jonathan currently serves as the Music Director and Organist of St.
John’s Episcopal Church in Clifton Springs, New York. He often performs
as a collaborative pianist for vocalists, instrumentalists, ensembles,
and choirs. As a collaborator, Jonathan holds a graduate assistantship
in accompanying at the Eastman School of Music and has received the
Eastman Excellence in Accompanying Award.

Larisa Martinez, Mezzo-Soprano
Puerto Rican opera singer Larisa Martinez has
been praised and sought after for her “smoky
soprano” (Opera News), gracing many of the
world’s top opera and concert stages including
recent debuts as a soloist at the Kennedy
Center, Carnegie Hall, Madison Square
Garden, and the Hollywood Bowl. In the 2022
season, Larisa Martinez toured extensively
with violinist Joshua Bell, in a program entitled
“Voice and the Violin” that explores repertoire
ranging from classical art song and opera,
to musical theater, to a series of selections by Puerto Rican and
Spanish composers.

In addition to studying Vocal Performance at the Music Conservatory in
San Juan, Puerto Rico, Larisa simultaneously received her Bachelor’s
degree in Environmental Sciences with high honors from the University of
Puerto Rico. She went on to receive a Master’s degree from Mannes the
New School of Music in New York City.

Ricardo José
Rivera and
Carmenchu
Dominguez,

Baritone, Soprano
Puerto Rican
baritone and Operalia
2021 Semifinalist
Ricardo José Rivera
‘ was a member of the
Ryan Opera Center Ensemble at the Lyric Opera of Chicago throughout
the years 2018-2021. Current engagements include performances
of Poliuto with Teatro Nuovo where he will sing the role of Severo,
performances of Luisa Miller with Sarasota Opera where he will sing the
role of Miller, and Figaro in /I barbiere di Siviglia with San Jose Opera.

A native of the Dominican Republic, soprano Carmenchti Dominguez
made a successful debut in 2013, singing the title role in Puccini's Suor
Angelica with Teatro de la Opera of Puerto Rico. Her contributions to
the Arts and the health sector have earned her multiple recognitions
from the Dominican government. Ms. Dominguez holds both a Master
and a Bachelor of Music in Vocal Performance degree from Puerto
Rico’s Conservatory of Music, where she was very active as a soloist
and graduated with highest distinctions. She also holds a Medical
Doctor degree and recently completed graduate studies in Non-Profit
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Management, as part of her interest in developing platforms for the
promotion of the Arts in the Caribbean and Latin America.

Peter Rothstein, Director

Peter Rothstein is the Producing Artistic
Director for Asolo Repertory Theatre where he
directed Man of La Mancha, Sweeney Todd and
Ragtime. He works extensively as a director of
theater, musical theater, opera and new work
development. For 25 years Rothstein served as
the Founding Artistic Director of Theater Latté
Da, a Minneapolis-based company dedicated
to new and adventurous music-theater. Other
collaborations include the Guthrie Theater,
Children’s Theatre Company, Ten Thousand
Things and Seattle’s 5th Avenue as well as the Minnesota Opera, Boston
Lyric Opera, Florida Grand Opera and Chicago Opera Theater.

Rothstein is the creator of All Is Calm: The Christmas Truce of 1914,
which had its Off Broadway debut in 2018 receiving the Drama Desk
Award for Unique Theatrical Experience, and has been seen around the
globe airing on PBS. Rothstein served on the board of directors for the
National Alliance for Musical Theatre, Alive and Kickin' and the Twin Cities’
Ivey Awards. He has been a panelist and evaluator for the Playwrights’
Center, the McKnight Foundation, the Minnesota State Arts Board and the
National Alliance for Musical Theatre’s Festival of New Musicals. He holds
degrees in Music and Theater from St. John’s University and an MFA in
Directing from the University of Wisconsin-Madison.

Oleg Kruglyakov
and Terry
Boyarsky,

Balalaika, Piano
Oleg Kruglyakov,
balalaika and Terry
Boyarsky, piano have
4 a compelling story
and an instant rapport
e With audiences.
b They are known for
their joyful, energizing performances. Listeners can expect moving,
exuberant interpretations which sometimes inspire dancing, sometimes
evoke tears. Russian Duo was born out of love of traditional music
and classical elegance. Oleg is a balalaika virtuoso from Siberia,
trained at the prestigious Urals State Conservatory in Yekaterinburg.
Terry is an American concert pianist, Dalcroze Eurhythmics teacher a
nd Ethnomusicologist.

Robert Spano, Music Director, Atlanta Symphony Orchestra writes, “With
music of élan, finesse and passion so virtuosically rendered, this duo’s
performances are irresistible.”

Oleg and Terry celebrate cross-cultural creativity, exploring the range of
possibilities for balalaika, piano, and voice. They present a remarkable
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genre of compositions written for this formerly pagan three-stringed,
triangular instrument. The balalaika was modernized at the end of the
19th century for virtuoso performance and ensemble playing. In addition
to classical music and folk songs, Russian Duo performs music by
Ukrainian composers, tango, blue grass, Soviet film music, and their
own arrangements of ragtime. Russian Duo is dedicated to educational
outreach and believes it is vital to demonstrate the importance of cross-
cultural collaboration to the younger generation.

Eddie Tobin, Piano

Eddie Tobin, pianist, is a native Floridian. He
has been singing and playing piano since he
was eight years old. Attending the University
of Miami, Eddie was in the Studio Music and
Jazz Piano program. He entertained around the
country and on cruise ships.

Spending 15 great years in Nashville
accompanying the Forester Sisters, who
opened for Kenny Rogers, and traveling
’ with Brenda Lee. For seven and a half
years, Eddie was music director, pianist, conductor and arranger for
Engelbert Humperdinck.

You will hear some jazz, blues, standards, ragtime, classical, pop, calypso
and country music. Enjoy his renditions of songs by Jimmy Buffett, Leon
Russell, Ray Charles and Johnny Cash.

Doug Wright, Playwright/Librettist
Doug Wright is a Pulitzer and Tony Award-
winning playwright and librettist. He is currently
represented on Broadway with his play Good
Night, Oscar, for which Sean Hayes won the
2023 Tony Award for Best Lead Actor. Wright
is a proud Hermitage alumnus and, as of 2022,
a member of the Hermitage Board of Trustees.
He also served as a juror for the inaugural
Hermitage Major Theater Award in 2021.

Doug Wright's play Quills premiered at
Washington, D.C.'s Woolly Mammoth Theatre Company in 1995 and
subsequently had its debut Off-Broadway at New York Theatre Workshop.
Quills garnered the 1995 Kesselring Prize for Best New American Play
from the National Arts Club and, for Wright, a 1996 Village Voice Obie
Award for Outstanding Achievement in Playwriting.

In 2000, Wright wrote the screenplay for the film adaptation of Quills,
which starred Geoffrey Rush. Wright's play | Am My Own Wife was
produced Off-Broadway by Playwrights Horizons in 2003. It transferred
to Broadway where it won the Tony Award for Best Play, as well as the
Pulitzer Prize for Drama.

In conversation with Doug Wright will be Hermitage Artistic Director and
CEO Andy Sandberg or Programs Director James Monaghan.
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SARASOTA CONCERT ASSOCIATION
2023-24 SEASON

CANADIAN BRASS
HOLIDAY CONCERT
Dec 4, 2023, 7:30 pm
Sarasota Opera House

| SOFIA PHILHARMONIC
ORCHESTRA with

i VIOLINIST LIYA PETROVA
Nayden Todorov, conductor
Jan 15, 7:30 pm | Van Wezel

HARLEM QUARTET
Jan 24, 7:30 pm
Riverview Performing
Arts Center

DETROIT SYMPHONY with
CELLIST ALISA WEILERSTEIN
Jader Bignamini, conductor

Feb 19, 7:30 pm | Van Wezel

ROTTERDAM
PHILHARMONIC with
PIANIST DANIIL TRIFONO
Lahav Shani, conductor
March 3, 7:30 pm | Van We

PIANIST BRUCE LIU
March 29, 7:30 pm

Riverview Performing
| Arts Center

SCAsarasota.org

941-966-6161
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Season 28 - Stars Ascending

Cavatina Duo
January 17, 5:30 pm
performance is followed by dinner
Plantation Golf & Country Club
Spanish flutist Eugenia Moliner
and her husband, Bosnian
guitarist Denis Azabagic,
perform an extravagant program
eaturing flamenco, tango, and
opera fantasies.

Lin Ye, piano
February 24, 4:00 pm
Church of the Palms

Ye performs works by
Rachmaninoff and the chamber
version of Chopin’s beloved
Piano Concerto #1, joined

by principal musicians of the

- Sarasota Orchestra.

Miré Quartet
May 5, 4:00 pm ¢ First Presbyterian Church
This Emmy Award-winning quartet’s program includes
Beethoven’s String Quartet No. 14, Op. 131 — the piece
around which the 2012 film “A Late Quartet” was based.

ArtistSeriesConcerts.org

(941) 306-1202

This project is supported in part by the Community Foundation of Sarasota County; Department of State, Division of Cultural Afairs, the Florida Council
of Arts and Culture and the State of Florida (Section 286.25 Florida Statutes); The Exchange; Gulf Coast Community Foundation; National Endowment
for the Arts; the Sarasota County Tourist Development Tax Revenues; and the Virginia B. Toulmin Foundation.
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2023-2024 SEASON

Together
WEe soqr

Get Your
Tickets Now

% CHORAL CINEMAGIC!
Feb 4, 7 pm | First Presbyterian

[ ABRAHAM LINCOLN WALKS
A AT MIDNIGHT & HAYDN'S LORD

\ - NELSON MASS
/ March 10, 7 pm | First Presbyterian

MATTHEW SHEPARD

\ \ CONSIDERING
Apr 14, 7 pm | Church of the Palms

MEMORIAL DAY CONCERT:
e UNITED WE STAND
Artistic Direct May 26, 7 pm | Sarasota Opera
Dr. Joseph Hol
2023-2024 Season
941-387-4900
ChoralArtistsSarasota.org
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THE VENICE SYMPHONY
50TH ANNIVERSARY
NOVEMBER 2023 - APRIL 2024
AT THE VENICE PERFORMING ARTS CENTER

Est. 1974

February 9-10

Hooray for Hollywood
with
Michael Feinstein

For more information, visit
thevenicesymphony.org or call 941-207-8822

FEBRUARY 10

Triumph of Love
The U.S. Premiere of

a Persian Love Story
FEBRUARY 20

Tomorrow’s Voices
Today
High School Choral Festival

MARCH 4

Tomorrow’s Voices
Tonight

Student Scholar Soirée

=
SN carsTANES

MARCH 22 & 23
Cirque De Voix®

Gircus Arts Conservatory
Collaboration

APRIL7

Light & Gold

Featuring Modern Marimba

Purchase your tickets today!
KeyChorale.org
941.552.8768

Herald-Tribune
wusf  Observer

LocALiQ
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