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A MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT

Welcome to SILL's 54th season. We
are enormously proud to bring you
stimulating and engaging lectures on
Global Issues and the exploration of
the wide-ranging careers of musicians
on Music Mondays.

Our 2025 season will include the
President’s potential in-box by Charles
Lane. We feature Ambassadors
Beyrle and Ross on Russia and Israel
and the futures of our democracy
by Jeremi Suri and foreign policy by
Jeremy Shapiro. Jeffrey Moon and Shelley nggers will discuss
China. Immigration and global demographic trends will be
addressed by Katherine Donato, Daniel Tichenor, and Toshiko
Kaneda. Health and wellness issues will be presented by John
Bruno on the brain, and Bob Bunting on climate change. New
topics this season include viewpoints on artificial intelligence
from Frank Ostroff and Elliot Ackerman and the possibility of
war in space by Wendy Whitman Cobb.

Music Mondays offerings as assembled by Joseph Holt, are
once again superlative. You will hear from piano/instrumental
duos including the Aznavoorian sisters, singers such as the
singer-pianist duet of Aquila Sol and Jacob Kerzner, Matrick
Thorpe, winner of the Artists Series contest in cello, and
percussionist Steely Rhoden on steel drums, and our Sarasota
orchestra’s Hanna Kim and Marcelina Suchocka. You will
be intrigued by Amir El Soffar who plays the Shakuhachi
(Japanese flute).

Our venues remain the same as last year. In video-on-
demand, we will add the Music Mondays programs as
recorded in Sarasota to offerings of the Thursday Sarasota
Global Issues presentations. Ticketing will be slightly different
this year. For Series and Flex pass tickets delivered via mail or
will call, customers will receive one-time use tickets for each
event. E-ticket delivery will deliver one ticket that can be used
(scanned) for all the events purchased.

Your significant support of SILL this year via the Community
Foundation’s Giving Challenge is much appreciated. Please
consider continuing your support by making an additional
contribution as a “Friend of SILL” when you purchase your
tickets. We are an “all-volunteer” organization, and every dollar
goes to support and improve our programs.

With warm regards,
Jeff Olesen, President
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GLOBAL ISSUES SERIES |
Tuesdays, 10:30 am

SARASOTA PROGRAM
First United Methodist Church

— JANUARY 7 -
Changing American Attitudes on Foreign Policy:

A Challenge to Policymakers
American attitudes about foreign and security policy have changed
significantly in the last decade. A new isolationism has developed
among Republicans, while Democratic voters are increasingly
critical of American policies in the Middle East. Jeremy Shapiro
will explore the underlying factors that are producing the shifts.

— JANUARY 14 -

The President’s Inbox
The President of the United States has a very full inbox of domestic
problems and international conflicts. Charles Lane will review the
major issues the new President will need to address. He will focus
on the key foreign policy challenges facing the President.

— JANUARY 21 -

Climate Change and Health: The Cost of Inaction
Bob Bunting will describe how our health will be impacted by
climate change. Heat increasingly impacts human health with the
spread of infectious diseases and respiratory illness from pollen,
harmful algae (red tide), and smoke. All are increasing due to a
warming climate. Mental health is impacted by fears of hurricanes
and rising sea levels.

— JANUARY 28 —

Space as a Warfighting Domain
Recent developments have led the U.S. to consider space a
warfighting domain and create the U.S. Space Force. Dr. Wendy
Whitman Cobb will discuss the ways in which space is increasingly
congested, competitive, and contested, highlighting the increased
role of states like Russia and China and commercial companies
like SpaceX.

— FEBRUARY 4 -
Women'’s Rights and Leadership in Afghanistan:

Struggles and Resilience
Lina Tori Jan explores the dramatic shifts in women’s rights
in Afghanistan since the Taliban's return in 2021, highlighting
restrictions on education, employment, and public life, and
showcasing resilient women leaders. She will present insights on
women'’s rights and the ongoing fight for equality and justice.

— FEBRUARY 11 —

The Dark Arts: Ungentlemanly Warfare for Our Time
We are not defenseless against autocratic bullies like Russia, China,
and Iran. While democracies are vulnerable to disinformation, we
have tools to respond without nuclear escalation. Dr. Sean McFate
will explain the dark arts and the questions about ethical, legal, and
strategic concerns that pose the dilemma: Is it somehow better to
lose honorably than win dishonorably?
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— FEBRUARY 18 —

The Current State and Probable Future of Russia
Russia’s war on Ukraine has resulted in international sanctions and
arevived NATO. In a conversation with Craig Kennedy, Amb. John
Beyrle will discuss the state of Russian politics and prospects for
ending the conflict with Ukraine. He will also address Vladimir
Putin’s leadership in these turbulent times.

— FEBRUARY 25 —

Atrtificial Intelligence: Changing How We Work
Frank Ostroff discusses how organizations can benefit from
Generative Al (GAI) by embedding GAI in employees’ work, and
ensuring that employees have the skills, behaviors, and mindsets
needed to make effective use of GAI. He will present an approach
that ensures organizations capture and sustain value from GAl.

— MARCH 4 -

Artificial Intelligence: Changing the Future of War
Constructing a successful defense against attack from foreign
adversaries requires more than armaments and soldiers. In a
discussion with Jeff Olesen, author Elliot Ackerman will illustrate
the importance of artificial intelligence and imagination, the ability
to apply knowledge and integrate experience and learning, in
addressing the national security threats facing the United States.

— MARCH 11 -
The Middle East You Don’t Know

The Arab Spring’s promise for a new relationship between Arab
states and their citizens unraveled. Is there still a demand for
change and reform given social, political, and economic trends?
Are important developments not covered in the Western press?
Ellen Laipson will try to illuminate some of the complicated
realities of this key region.

— MARCH 18 -

Chasm: Governing Immigration in a Fractured Nation
Daniel Tichenor will discuss how Americans have been at political
war over immigration for centuries. Yet our great partisan divide
on the issue is a relatively new development. He will highlight how
previous generations overcame their ideological conflicts to enact
major policy reforms, and why current partisan polarization fuels a
broken immigration system.

— MARCH 25 -
China’s Economic Rise:

Where Did it Come From and Where is it Headed?
When Deng Xiaoping became China’s leader the economy was
staggering from four decades of catastrophic mismanagement.
20 years later, the Chinese economy was growing at 10% per
year. How did a country with no business and no private property
become the factory of the world? Dr. Shelley Rigger will address
China’s future.
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GLOBAL ISSUES SERIES Il
Thursdays, 10:30 am

— JANUARY 9 —

SARASOTA PROGRAM
First United Methodist Church

— FEBRUARY 20 -

Ukraine:

Standing Firm with Our Allies to Support Democracy
Russia’s brutal invasion of Ukraine approaches its third anniversary
with no sign of victory or defeat. Our election results will weigh
heavily on Ukraine’s road ahead. Drawing on nearly 40 years of
experience in the region, Amb. Eric Rubin will examine the impact
of the war and its possible outcomes.

— JANUARY 16 —

Iran: New President, New Policies?
Dr. Mohsen Milani will discuss how and why a “reformer”
Pezeshkian defeated a hardliner rival in Iran’s presidential election
and how his policies changed the Iranian political landscape. Dr.
Milani will also explain how he can change Iran’s relations with
the U.S. even given powerful constituencies strongly against any
rapprochement between Tehran and Washington.

— JANUARY 23 -

Does the West Have a Future?
Dr. Charles Kupchan warns that the West faces an acute internal
threat from political polarization and ideological extremism plus
an acute external threat from a rising China partnering with a
belligerent Russia. How should America and its democratic allies
get their own houses in order while simultaneously managing the
challenges posed by autocratic adversaries?

— JANUARY 30 -
Major Challenges for Europe
Europe is facing its most difficult complex of challenges since
World War |l says Martin Walker. Ukraine is reeling under Russian
assault: Extreme right politicians are on the march and increasingly
prominent in major capitals: The main European economies are
stalled with the future of the Atlantic alliance unclear.

— FEBRUARY 6 —

How Do We Preserve Democracy in the 21st Century?
Why are so many democracies, including American democracy,
under siege today? What are the sources of current threats to de-
mocracy? What should we do? Dr. Jeremi Suri will analyze recent
history to answer these questions and suggest paths forward to
preserve democracy at home and abroad.

— FEBRUARY 13 -
New Faces, New Places:

Global Migration in a Complex World
International migration is a large and growing phenomenon.
Approximately 272 million people - 3.5 % of the world’s population -
now live outside of their home countries, and more than 110 million
people were forcibly displaced in one recent year. Dr. Katharine
Donato will discuss the challenges and opportunities that global
human mobility presents to global, national, and local leaders.
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Israel at War, the Second Year
The Terror Attack of October 7, Israel’s war with Hamas, and the
human toll in Gaza impacted lives, alliances, and governments
in the region and beyond. Amb. Dennis Ross will suggest how
the situation can settle and whether there is still a path away from
permanent conflict towards peace and stability.

— FEBRUARY 27 —

The Next Nuclear War
What is the likelihood that nuclear weapons will ever be used
in conflict again? Dr. Keir Lieber explains why, when, and how
nuclear escalation by America’s main foreign adversaries makes
good strategic sense, and what U.S. leaders might do to avoid
this fate.

— MARCH 6 —
Population Puzzle:

Understanding Global Demographic Changes
Toshiko Kaneda will address the potential challenges and
opportunities of population shifts for global development and
sustainability. She will examine global demographic trends today
and projections for tomorrow and explain how trends in population
aging, urbanization, and migration shape our world and how they
could impact the future.

— MARCH 13 -

Understanding The Brain
Dr. John Bruno will provide an introduction to how the brain works
in health and psychiatric disorders. Cognitive control regulates a
broad network of brain regions. Alzheimer’s, Parkinson’s, and other
diseases are all tied to brain function. Finally, Dr. Bruno will discuss
the drug therapies used in treatment.

— MARCH 20 -

The U.S. & China: Inseparable Frenemies
The U.S.-China relationship may be the most consequential
bilateral relationship in the world. Former U.S. diplomat Jeffrey
Moon will examine the geopolitical factors and issues American
and Chinese leaders navigate as they pursue national interests,
identify opportunities for cooperation, manage longstanding
tensions, and promote competing visions of the global world order.

— MARCH 27 —
Vladimir Putin: In the Tradition of

Brutal Russian Autocrats or Unique Leader
Vladimir Putin has ruled Russia for nearly a quarter of a century.
Where does he fit in Russian history? Is Putin in the long tradition
of Russia’s often brutal autocratic leaders or something unique?
Amb. John Tefft, in discussion with Mike Boorstein, will explain
Putin the man, his personal qualities, and the policy traits of the
Russian leader.
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GLOBAL ISSUES SERIES |
Tuesdays, 2:30 pm

VENICE PROGRAM

Venice Community Center

& — JANUARY 7 —
Changing American Attitudes on Foreign Policy:

A Challenge to Policymakers
American attitudes about foreign and security policy have changed
significantly in the last decade. A new isolationism has developed
among Republicans, while Democratic voters are increasingly
critical of American policies in the Middle East. Jeremy Shapiro
will explore the underlying factors that are producing the shifts.

— JANUARY 14 —

The President’s Inbox
The President of the United States has a very full inbox of domestic
problems and international conflicts. Charles Lane will review the
major issues the new President will need to address. He will focus
on the key foreign policy challenges facing the President.

— JANUARY 21 -

Climate Change and Health: The Cost of Inaction
Bob Bunting will describe how our health will be impacted by
climate change. Heat increasingly impacts human health with the
spread of infectious diseases and respiratory illness from pollen,
harmful algae (red tide), and smoke. All are increasing due to a
warming climate. Mental health is impacted by fears of hurricanes
and rising sea levels.

— JANUARY 28 —

Space as a Warfighting Domain
Recent developments have led the U.S. to consider space a
warfighting domain and create the U.S. Space Force. Dr. Wendy
Whitman Cobb will discuss the ways in which space is increasingly
congested, competitive, and contested, highlighting the increased
role of states like Russia and China and commercial companies
like SpaceX.

— FEBRUARY 4 —
Women'’s Rights and Leadership in Afghanistan:
Struggles and Resilience

Lina Tori Jan explores the dramatic shifts in women’s rights
in Afghanistan since the Taliban's return in 2021, highlighting
restrictions on education, employment, and public life, and
showcasing resilient women leaders. She will present insights on
women'’s rights and the ongoing fight for equality and justice.

— FEBRUARY 11 -

The Dark Arts: Ungentlemanly Warfare for Our Time
We are not defenseless against autocratic bullies like Russia, China,
and Iran. While democracies are vulnerable to disinformation, we
have tools to respond without nuclear escalation. Dr. Sean McFate
will explain the dark arts and the questions about ethical, legal, and
strategic concerns that pose the dilemma: Is it somehow better to
lose honorably than win dishonorably?

G8

— FEBRUARY 18 —

The Current State and Probable Future of Russia
Russia’s war on Ukraine has resulted in international sanctions and
arevived NATO. In a conversation with Craig Kennedy, Amb. John
Beyrle will discuss the state of Russian politics and prospects for
ending the conflict with Ukraine. He will also address Vladimir
Putin’s leadership in these turbulent times.

— FEBRUARY 25 -

Atrtificial Intelligence: Changing How We Work
Frank Ostroff discusses how organizations can benefit from
Generative Al (GAI) by embedding GAI in employees’ work, and
ensuring that employees have the skills, behaviors, and mindsets
needed to make effective use of GAI. He will present an approach
that ensures organizations capture and sustain value from GAl.

— MARCH 4 —

Artificial Intelligence: Changing the Future of War
Constructing a successful defense against attack from foreign
adversaries requires more than armaments and soldiers. In a
discussion with Jeff Olesen, author Elliot Ackerman will illustrate
the importance of artificial intelligence and imagination, the ability
to apply knowledge and integrate experience and learning, in
addressing the national security threats facing the United States.

— MARCH 11 -
The Middle East You Don’t Know

The Arab Spring’s promise for a new relationship between Arab
states and their citizens unraveled. Is there still a demand for
change and reform given social, political, and economic trends?
Are important developments not covered in the Western press?
Ellen Laipson will try to illuminate some of the complicated
realities of this key region.

— MARCH 18 —

Chasm: Governing Immigration in a Fractured Nation
Daniel Tichenor will discuss how Americans have been at political
war over immigration for centuries. Yet our great partisan divide
on the issue is a relatively new development. He will highlight how
previous generations overcame their ideological conflicts to enact
major policy reforms, and why current partisan polarization fuels a
broken immigration system.

— MARCH 25 —
China’s Economic Rise:

Where Did it Come From and Where is it Headed?
When Deng Xiaoping became China’s leader the economy was
staggering from four decades of catastrophic mismanagement.
20 years later, the Chinese economy was growing at 10% per
year. How did a country with no business and no private property
become the factory of the world? Dr. Shelley Rigger will address
China’s future.
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GLOBAL ISSUES SERIES Il
Fridays, 10:00 am

VENICE PROGRAM

Venice Community Center

— JANUARY 10 -
Ukraine:

Standing Firm with Our Allies to Support Democracy
Russia’s brutal invasion of Ukraine approaches its third anniversary
with no sign of victory or defeat. Our election results will weigh
heavily on Ukraine’s road ahead. Drawing on nearly 40 years of
experience in the region, Amb. Eric Rubin will examine the impact
of the war and its possible outcomes.

— JANUARY 17 —

Iran: New President, New Policies?
Dr. Mohsen Milani will discuss how and why a “reformer”
Pezeshkian defeated a hardliner rival in Iran’s presidential election
and how his policies changed the Iranian political landscape. Dr.
Milani will also explain how he can change Iran’s relations with
the U.S. even given powerful constituencies strongly against any
rapprochement between Tehran and Washington.

— JANUARY 24 —

Does the West Have a Future?
Dr. Charles Kupchan warns that the West faces an acute internal
threat from political polarization and ideological extremism plus
an acute external threat from a rising China partnering with a
belligerent Russia. How should America and its democratic allies
get their own houses in order while simultaneously managing the
challenges posed by autocratic adversaries?

— JANUARY 31 -
Major Challenges for Europe
Europe is facing its most difficult complex of challenges since
World War Il says Martin Walker. Ukraine is reeling under Russian
assault: Extreme right politicians are on the march and increasingly
prominent in major capitals: The main European economies are
stalled with the future of the Atlantic alliance unclear.

— FEBRUARY 7 —

How Do We Preserve Democracy in the 21st Century?
Why are so many democracies, including American democracy,
under siege today? What are the sources of current threats to de-
mocracy? What should we do? Dr. Jeremi Suri will analyze recent
history to answer these questions and suggest paths forward to
preserve democracy at home and abroad.

— FEBRUARY 14 —
New Faces, New Places:
Global Migration in a Complex World

International migration is a large and growing phenomenon.
Approximately 272 million people - 3.5 % of the world’s population -
now live outside of their home countries, and more than 110 million
people were forcibly displaced in one recent year. Dr. Katharine
Donato will discuss the challenges and opportunities that global
human mobility presents to global, national, and local leaders.
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— FEBRUARY 21 -

Israel at War, the Second Year
The Terror Attack of October 7, Israel’s war with Hamas, and the
human toll in Gaza impacted lives, alliances, and governments
in the region and beyond. Amb. Dennis Ross will suggest how
the situation can settle and whether there is still a path away from
permanent conflict towards peace and stability.

— FEBRUARY 28 —

The Next Nuclear War
What is the likelihood that nuclear weapons will ever be used
in conflict again? Dr. Keir Lieber explains why, when, and how
nuclear escalation by America’s main foreign adversaries makes
good strategic sense, and what U.S. leaders might do to avoid
this fate.

— MARCH 7 -
Population Puzzle:
Understanding Global Demographic Changes

To Be Held at Venice Presbyterian Church

Toshiko Kaneda will address the potential challenges and
opportunities of population shifts for global development and
sustainability. She will examine global demographic trends today
and projections for tomorrow and explain how trends in population
aging, urbanization, and migration shape our world and how they
could impact the future.

— MARCH 14 —

Understanding The Brain
Dr. John Bruno will provide an introduction to how the brain works
in health and psychiatric disorders. Cognitive control regulates a
broad network of brain regions. Alzheimer’s, Parkinson’s, and other
diseases are all tied to brain function. Finally, Dr. Bruno will discuss
the drug therapies used in treatment.

— MARCH 21 -

The U.S. & China: Inseparable Frenemies
The U.S.-China relationship may be the most consequential
bilateral relationship in the world. Former U.S. diplomat Jeffrey
Moon will examine the geopolitical factors and issues American
and Chinese leaders navigate as they pursue national interests,
identify opportunities for cooperation, manage longstanding
tensions, and promote competing visions of the global world order.

— MARCH 28 -
Vladimir Putin: In the Tradition of

Brutal Russian Autocrats or Unique Leader
Vladimir Putin has ruled Russia for nearly a quarter of a century.
Where does he fit in Russian history? Is Putin in the long tradition
of Russia’s often brutal autocratic leaders or something unique?
Amb. John Tefft, in discussion with Mike Boorstein, will explain
Putin the man, his personal qualities, and the policy traits of the
Russian leader.
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GLOBAL ISSUES SERIES |
Wednesdays, 11:00 am

LAKEWOOD RANCH PROGRAM

Cornerstone Church

— JANUARY 8 —
Changing American Attitudes on Foreign Policy:

A Challenge to Policymakers
American attitudes about foreign and security policy have changed
significantly in the last decade. A new isolationism has developed
among Republicans, while Democratic voters are increasingly
critical of American policies in the Middle East. Jeremy Shapiro
will explore the underlying factors that are producing the shifts.

— JANUARY 15 -

The President’s Inbox
The President of the United States has a very full inbox of domestic
problems and international conflicts. Charles Lane will review the
major issues the new President will need to address. He will focus
on the key foreign policy challenges facing the President.

— JANUARY 22 —

Climate Change and Health: The Cost of Inaction
Bob Bunting will describe how our health will be impacted by
climate change. Heat increasingly impacts human health with the
spread of infectious diseases and respiratory illness from pollen,
harmful algae (red tide), and smoke. All are increasing due to a
warming climate. Mental health is impacted by fears of hurricanes
and rising sea levels.

— JANUARY 29 —

Space as a Warfighting Domain
Recent developments have led the U.S. to consider space a
warfighting domain and create the U.S. Space Force. Dr. Wendy
Whitman Cobb will discuss the ways in which space is increasingly
congested, competitive, and contested, highlighting the increased
role of states like Russia and China and commercial companies
like SpaceX.

— FEBRUARY 5 -
Women'’s Rights and Leadership in Afghanistan:

Struggles and Resilience
Lina Tori Jan explores the dramatic shifts in women’s rights
in Afghanistan since the Taliban's return in 2021, highlighting
restrictions on education, employment, and public life, and
showcasing resilient women leaders. She will present insights on
women'’s rights and the ongoing fight for equality and justice.

— FEBRUARY 12 —

The Dark Arts: Ungentlemanly Warfare for Our Time
We are not defenseless against autocratic bullies like Russia, China,
and Iran. While democracies are vulnerable to disinformation, we
have tools to respond without nuclear escalation. Dr. Sean McFate
will explain the dark arts and the questions about ethical, legal, and
strategic concerns that pose the dilemma: Is it somehow better to
lose honorably than win dishonorably?
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— FEBRUARY 19 -

The Current State and Probable Future of Russia
Russia’s war on Ukraine has resulted in international sanctions and
arevived NATO. In a conversation with Craig Kennedy, Amb. John
Beyrle will discuss the state of Russian politics and prospects for
ending the conflict with Ukraine. He will also address Vladimir
Putin’s leadership in these turbulent times.

— FEBRUARY 26 —

Artificial Intelligence: Changing How We Work
Frank Ostroff discusses how organizations can benefit from
Generative Al (GAI) by embedding GAI in employees’ work, and
ensuring that employees have the skills, behaviors, and mindsets
needed to make effective use of GAI. He will present an approach
that ensures organizations capture and sustain value from GAl.

— MARCH 5 -

Artificial Intelligence: Changing the Future of War
Constructing a successful defense against attack from foreign
adversaries requires more than armaments and soldiers. In a
discussion with Jeff Olesen, author Elliot Ackerman will illustrate
the importance of artificial intelligence and imagination, the ability
to apply knowledge and integrate experience and learning, in
addressing the national security threats facing the United States.

— MARCH 12 -

The Middle East You Don’t Know
The Arab Spring’s promise for a new relationship between Arab
states and their citizens unraveled. Is there still a demand for
change and reform given social, political, and economic trends?
Are important developments not covered in the Western press?
Ellen Laipson will try to illuminate some of the complicated
realities of this key region.

— MARCH 19 -

Chasm: Governing Immigration in a Fractured Nation
Daniel Tichenor will discuss how Americans have been at political
war over immigration for centuries. Yet our great partisan divide
on the issue is a relatively new development. He will highlight how
previous generations overcame their ideological conflicts to enact
major policy reforms, and why current partisan polarization fuels a
broken immigration system.

— MARCH 26 —
China’s Economic Rise:

Where Did it Come From and Where is it Headed?
When Deng Xiaoping became China’s leader the economy was
staggering from four decades of catastrophic mismanagement.
20 years later, the Chinese economy was growing at 10% per
year. How did a country with no business and no private property
become the factory of the world? Dr. Shelley Rigger will address
China’s future.
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GLOBAL ISSUES SERIES Il
Thursdays, 5:00 pm

— JANUARY 9 —

LAKEWOOD RANCH PROGRAM

Cornerstone Church

— FEBRUARY 20 -

Ukraine:

Standing Firm with Our Allies to Support Democracy
Russia’s brutal invasion of Ukraine approaches its third anniversary
with no sign of victory or defeat. Our election results will weigh
heavily on Ukraine’s road ahead. Drawing on nearly 40 years of
experience in the region, Amb. Eric Rubin will examine the impact
of the war and its possible outcomes.

— JANUARY 16 —

Iran: New President, New Policies?
Dr. Mohsen Milani will discuss how and why a “reformer”
Pezeshkian defeated a hardliner rival in Iran’s presidential election
and how his policies changed the Iranian political landscape. Dr.
Milani will also explain how he can change Iran’s relations with
the U.S. even given powerful constituencies strongly against any
rapprochement between Tehran and Washington.

— JANUARY 23 -

Does the West Have a Future?
Dr. Charles Kupchan warns that the West faces an acute internal
threat from political polarization and ideological extremism plus
an acute external threat from a rising China partnering with a
belligerent Russia. How should America and its democratic allies
get their own houses in order while simultaneously managing the
challenges posed by autocratic adversaries?

— JANUARY 30 -
Major Challenges for Europe
Europe is facing its most difficult complex of challenges since
World War |l says Martin Walker. Ukraine is reeling under Russian
assault: Extreme right politicians are on the march and increasingly
prominent in major capitals: The main European economies are
stalled with the future of the Atlantic alliance unclear.

— FEBRUARY 6 —

How Do We Preserve Democracy in the 21st Century?
Why are so many democracies, including American democracy,
under siege today? What are the sources of current threats to de-
mocracy? What should we do? Dr. Jeremi Suri will analyze recent
history to answer these questions and suggest paths forward to
preserve democracy at home and abroad.

— FEBRUARY 13 -
New Faces, New Places:

Global Migration in a Complex World
International migration is a large and growing phenomenon.
Approximately 272 million people - 3.5 % of the world’s population -
now live outside of their home countries, and more than 110 million
people were forcibly displaced in one recent year. Dr. Katharine
Donato will discuss the challenges and opportunities that global
human mobility presents to global, national, and local leaders.
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Israel at War, the Second Year
The Terror Attack of October 7, Israel’s war with Hamas, and the
human toll in Gaza impacted lives, alliances, and governments
in the region and beyond. Amb. Dennis Ross will suggest how
the situation can settle and whether there is still a path away from
permanent conflict towards peace and stability.

— FEBRUARY 27 —

The Next Nuclear War
What is the likelihood that nuclear weapons will ever be used
in conflict again? Dr. Keir Lieber explains why, when, and how
nuclear escalation by America’s main foreign adversaries makes
good strategic sense, and what U.S. leaders might do to avoid
this fate.

— MARCH 6 —
Population Puzzle:

Understanding Global Demographic Changes
Toshiko Kaneda will address the potential challenges and
opportunities of population shifts for global development and
sustainability. She will examine global demographic trends today
and projections for tomorrow and explain how trends in population
aging, urbanization, and migration shape our world and how they
could impact the future.

— MARCH 13 -

Understanding The Brain
Dr. John Bruno will provide an introduction to how the brain works
in health and psychiatric disorders. Cognitive control regulates a
broad network of brain regions. Alzheimer’s, Parkinson’s, and other
diseases are all tied to brain function. Finally, Dr. Bruno will discuss
the drug therapies used in treatment.

— MARCH 20 -

The U.S. & China: Inseparable Frenemies
The U.S.-China relationship may be the most consequential
bilateral relationship in the world. Former U.S. diplomat Jeffrey
Moon will examine the geopolitical factors and issues American
and Chinese leaders navigate as they pursue national interests,
identify opportunities for cooperation, manage longstanding
tensions, and promote competing visions of the global world order.

— MARCH 27 —
Vladimir Putin: In the Tradition of

Brutal Russian Autocrats or Unique Leader
Vladimir Putin has ruled Russia for nearly a quarter of a century.
Where does he fit in Russian history? Is Putin in the long tradition
of Russia’s often brutal autocratic leaders or something unique?
Amb. John Tefft, in discussion with Mike Boorstein, will explain
Putin the man, his personal qualities, and the policy traits of the
Russian leader.
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ABOUT OUR SPEAKERS

Elliot Ackerman is the New York Times
bestselling author of the novels 2054, Halcyon,
2034, Red Dress In Black and White, Waiting
for Eden, and Dark at the Crossing, also
the memoir The Fifth Act: America’s End in
Afghanistan, and Places and Names: On War,
Revolution and Returning. His books have
been nominated for the National Book Award,
the Andrew Carnegie Medal in both fiction and nonfiction, and the
Dayton Literary Peace Prize among others. He is a contributing
writer at The Atlantic and is both a Marine and CIA veteran
who served five tours of duty in Irag and Afghanistan, where
he received the Silver Star, the Bronze Star for Valor, and the
Purple Heart.

Ackerman holds a B.A. from Tufts University and a Master’s
degree in international affairs from the Fletcher School of Law
and Diplomacy. He has completed many of the United States
military’s most challenging special operations training courses
and also served as a White House Fellow. Ackerman is currently
a Senior Fellow at Yale University’s Jackson School of Global
Affairs. He serves on the board of the Atlantic Council and is a
lifetime member of the Council on Foreign Relations.

He divides his time between New York City and Washington, D.C.

Amb. John Beyrle was elected Chairman

of the U.S. Russia Foundation in October 2018.
Prior to this, he served as an American diplomat
for three decades in a career focused on the
Soviet Union and Russia, and Central and
Eastern Europe. He served as ambassador to
Bulgaria (2005-08), and to Russia (2008-12).
During the latter assignment, Amb. Beyrle
helped foster improved U.S.-Russian relations, highlighted by the
signing of the New START nuclear arms reduction treaty.

Amb. Beyrle received the Presidential Distinguished Service
Award from President Obama, and the Presidential Meritorious
Service Award during the administration of George W. Bush.
Secretary of State Hillary Clinton presented him with the
Distinguished Service Award, the State Department’'s highest
honor. He retired from the Foreign Service in 2012 as a
Career Minister.

Amb. Beyrle holds a bachelor’s degree with honors from Grand
Valley State University and an M.S. as a Distinguished Graduate
from the National War College.

For more information visit our website
sillsarasota.org
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Dr. John Bruno is an Emeritus Professor
at Ohio State University, specializing in
neuroscience, psychology, and psychiatry. Dr.
Bruno’s research focuses on the neurochemical
mechanisms underlying cognitive deficits in
\Q aging and neuropsychiatric disorders like
1 Alzheimer’s, schizophrenia, and compulsive

drug use. His lab uses animal models to
study attentlonal dysfunctions and cognitive flexibility, aiming to
develop effective treatments for these impairments.

Throughout his career, Dr. Bruno has contributed significantly
to the field of neuropsychopharmacology, developing
translational models to test new pharmacotherapies for cognitive
enhancement. His research has provided valuable insights into
the causes of cognitive deficits in neuropsychiatric disorders and
has influenced the development of potential treatments.

Although retired, Dr. Bruno’s contributions to neuroscience
continue to influence the field. He remains engaged in
research and is recognized for his dedication to advancing our
understanding of brain function and cognitive health.

Dr. Bruno received his B.S. in Biology from the University of
Pittsburgh and his Ph.D. in Behavioral Neuroscience from Johns
Hopkins University.

Bob Bunting, a scientist and serial
entrepreneur, is the CEO of the Climate
Adaptation and Mitigation Center, an
organization dedicated to providing information
about the impact of global warming. He is also
the CEO of Waterstone Strategies, a business
¥ consulting firm. He served as CEO of Pathogen
. Systems, a company that is commercializing
liquid crystal technology, from 2005 to 2011.

Within the academic community, Mr. Bunting was instrumental
in the development of the Entrepreneurship Program at the
University of Colorado Leeds School of Business where he
served on the faculty. Mr. Bunting taught courses in atmospheric
science at several colleges and universities.

Since 1988 he has been on the Board of Directors for the
Colorado Music Festival. He is presently on the advisory boards
of the University of Colorado College of Music and the Deming
Center for Entrepreneurship.

Mr. Bunting holds B.S. & M.S. degrees in Atmospheric Science
from St. Louis University.

G17



ABOUT OUR SPEAKERS

Dr. Katharine M. Donato holds the Donald
G. Herzberg Chair in International Migration
and is Director of the Institute for the Study
of International Migration in the Walsh School
of Foreign Service at Georgetown University.
Her research addresses questions related to
global migration.

Her most recent work includes two articles on
the use of organic big data to predict forced migration in The
International Migration (co-authored with Lisa Singh, Ali Arab,
Elizabeth Jacobs, and Nathan Wycoff); and edited volumes on
the landscape of U.S. legal migration and refugee integration
in Canada, Europe and the United States. Her books include
Refugees, Migration and Global Governance: Negotiating the
Global Compacts (2019, with Elizabeth Ferris), and Gender and
International Migration: From the Slavery Era to the Global Age
(2015, with Donna Gabaccia). She is the Principal Investigator
on a project about the assimilation and mobility experiences of
U.S. immigrant adults who entered as unaccompanied children.
She is also the co-Principal Investigator on a project that
examines how environmental conditions affect out-migration
from communities in southwestern Bangladesh.

Prior to joining the Georgetown faculty, she was on the faculty
of Vanderbilt and Rice Universities. She holds a Ph.D. from
SUNY-Stony Brook.

B Dr. Toshiko Kaneda joined the
¥ Population Reference Bureau (PRB) in 2004.
She has 20+ years of experience conducting
demographic research and analysis, and
communicating population and health issues
to policymakers, journalists, and the public.
Dr. Kaneda has written more than 70 research

= and policy communication publications on
a range of topics, including non-communicable diseases,
population aging, health care access, reproductive health and
family planning, climate adaptation, big data, and digital health.
Dr. Kaneda directs data analysis for the World Population Data
Sheet and provides technical guidance on demographic and
statistical methods within PRB and with external partners.
She also directs PRB’s U.S. Policy Communications Training
Program, which trains U.S. doctoral students to translate
scientific research findings for non-scientific audiences,
and leads PRB’s analytical contribution to the Demographics
of African Faculty project in the East Africa Community
(DAF-EAC).

Prior to joining PRB, Dr. Kaneda was a Bernard Berelson
Fellow at the Population Council in New York City. She holds
a Ph.D. in Sociology from the University of North Carolina at
Chapel Hill.
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Dr. Charles Kupchan is Professor of
International Affairs in the School of Foreign
Service and Government Department at
Georgetown University, and Senior Fellow
at the Council on Foreign Relations. From
2014 to 2017, Dr. Kupchan served as Special
: Assistant to the President and Senior Director
for European Affairs on the National Security
Council in the Obama White House. He was also Director
for European Affairs on the National Security Council during
the first Clinton administration. His most recent books are
Isolationism: A History of America’s Efforts to Shield Itself
from the World (2020), No One’s World: The West, the Rising
Rest, and the Coming Global Turn (2012), and How Enemies
Become Friends: The Sources of Stable Peace (2010).

Dr. Kupchan holds a B.A. from Harvard University and MPhil
and DPhil degrees from Oxford University.

Ellen Laipson is the Director of the
International Security Program at the Schar
School of Policy and Government at George
Mason University and directs the Center for
Security Policy Studies. She joined GMU in
2017 after a distinguished 25-year career in
government and as President and CEO of the
Stimson Center (2002-2015). Her last post in
government was Vice Chair of the National Intelligence Council
(1997-2002). She also served on the State Department’s policy
planning staff, and the National Security Council staff, and
worked at the Congressional Research Service for more than
a decade.

A member of the Council on Foreign Relations and the
American Academy of Diplomacy, Msis. Laipson serves on
the Advisory Councils of Georgetown University’s Institute
for the Study of Diplomacy, Notre Dame’s International
Security Center, the Center for Climate and Security,
and WWF's Oceans Futures. She was a member of the
CIA External Advisory Panel from 2006-2009, President
Obama’s Intelligence Advisory Board from 2009-2013,
and the Secretary of State’s Foreign Affairs Policy Board
from 2011-2014.

Ms. Laipson holds an M.A. from the School of Advanced
International Studies, Johns Hopkins University, and an A.B.
from Cornell University.

For more information visit our website
sillsarasota.org
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Charles Lane is a deputy opinion editor
and columnist at The Washington Post. He
joinedThePostin2000asaneditorialwriter,dida
stintas The Post’s Supreme Court reporter, and
then rejoined the editorial board in 2007.
Previously, he was an editor and a senior
S editor of the New Republic from 1993 to 1999
and a foreign correspondent for Newsweek
from 1987 to 1993 where he covered Central America and
later Germany.

Mr. Lane is the author of three books on U.S. history and
legal affairs and is also a member of the Council on Foreign
Relations. He was a Finalist for the Pulitzer Prize for editorial
writing in 2009.

Mr. Lane holds a B.A. from Harvard University and a Master of
Studies in Law from Yale Law School.

Dr. Keir Lieber is a Professor in

Georgetown University’s School of Foreign
| Service and Department of Government. He
served as Director of the Security Studies
Program from 2018 to 2022. Dr. Lieber’s
' research and teaching interests include
nuclear weapons, deterrence, and strategy;
technology and the causes of war; U.S.
national security policy; and international relations theory. He is
co-author of The Myth of the Nuclear Revolution: Power Politics
in the Atomic Age (2020); author of War and the Engineers:
The Primacy of Politics over Technology (2005); and editor of
War, Peace, and International Political Realism.

Dr. Lieber’s articles have appeared in leading scholarly and
foreign policy publications, including International Security,
Security Studies, Foreign Affairs, and The Atlantic. He has
been awarded major fellowships from the Brookings Institution,
Carnegie Corporation of New York, Council on Foreign
Relations, and Smith Richardson Foundation.

Dr. Lieber received his M.A. and Ph.D. from the University of
Chicago and his B.A. from the University of Wisconsin.
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For more information visit our website
sillsarasota.org
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Dr. Sean McFate is an author and
national security strategist. He holds three
professorships at Georgetown, the National
Defense University, and Syracuse University.
Previously, he was a social scientist at RAND
and a Senior Fellow at the Atlantic Council.

Dr. McFate began his career as a paratrooper
in the U.S. Army’s 82nd Airborne Division and
then became a global private military contractor. He authored
The New Rules of War: How America Can Win — Against
Russia, China, and Other Threats (2020), named a “Book
of the Year” by The Economist. He also wrote The Modern
Mercenary: Private Armies and What They Mean for World
Order (2015), which Foreign Affairs called “essential reading.”
Additionally, Dr. McFate is a successful novelist, authoring the
Tom Locke series.

Dr. McFate holds a B.A. from Brown University, an M.P.P. from
the Harvard Kennedy School of Government, and a Ph.D. in
international relations from the London School of Economics
and Political Science. He is based in Washington, D.C.

1 Dr. Mohsen Milani is the Executive
Director of the Center for Strategic &
Diplomatic Studies and Professor of Politics
at the University of South Florida. He served
as a department chair from 1998 to 2012.

Dr. Milani has written more than sixty
academic articles and book chapters. His
book, The Making of Iran’s Islamic Revolution,
has been used as required reading in many universities
in the U.S., Europe, Japan, Canada, and Iran. His recent
publications include “The Ayatollah’'s Game Plan” (Foreign
Affairs), “Rouhani’s Foreign Policy” (Foreign Affairs), “The Rise
and Fall of Rafsanjani” (The Atlantic), “Meet Me in Baghdad”
(Foreign Affairs), “Iran’s U.S. Policy” (Foreign Affairs), and
“Iran’s policy toward Iraq” (book chapter). He is currently
writing a book about Iranian foreign policy. At USF World, he
has been conducting a new “Conversation Series on Global
Security.” Prominent experts have been invited to the program
for in-depth conversations with him.

Born in Tehran, Dr. Milani completed his high school and higher
education in the U.S. and received his Ph.D. in political science
from the University of Southern California.
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Jeffrey Moon is President of China

Moon Strategies, LLC, a consulting firm
he founded in 2017 after leaving the White
House, where he served as Assistant U.S.
Trade Representative for China Affairs and
previously at the National Security Council.
His extensive experience in Asia includes ten
years working in China since he first visited
that country in 1984. During a 21-year career as a U.S. State
Department diplomat, he served in Beijing, Chengdu, and
Taiwan, and was assigned in Washington, D.C. to the China
Desk and the predecessor of the Cyberspace Bureau. After
retiring from the Foreign Service, Mr. Moon was Vice President
of Asia-Pacific Policy & Government Affairs at Cisco Systems
and Vice President of Worldwide Government Relations &
Public Policy at Dolby. He was assigned to Beijing, Silicon
Valley, and Washington, D.C. in roles focused primarily on
business in China.

Mr. Moon began his career as an attorney at the Skadden, Arps
law firm in Washington, D.C. He is a graduate of Johns Hopkins
University and Columbia Law School.

Frank Ostroff is a renowned management
theorist and consultant, best known for his
pioneering work on organizational design and
change management. His most influential
work is his book, The Horizontal Organization,
where he presents a compelling alternative
to the traditional vertical hierarchy. He
argues that horizontal organizations, which
focus on processes rather than functions, can significantly
improve performance by fostering collaboration and reducing
bureaucratic inefficiencies. His ideas have helped many
private sector, public sector, and non-profit/ NGO organizations
worldwide achieve transformational change.

Mr. Ostroff has also contributed to the academic and
professional literature on management. His articles, such as
those published in the Harvard Business Review, provide
insights into effective change management strategies,
particularly in the public sector. He emphasizes the importance
of aligning organizational structures with mission goals,
engaging stakeholders, and maintaining a clear roadmap for
change. His contributions have had a lasting impact on how
organizations approach structure and change, making him a
key figure in modern management theory.

Mr. Ostroff holds a J.D. from Yale Law School, an M.P.P. from
the Harvard Kennedy School of Government, and a B.A. (with
High Honors) from UC Berkeley.
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Dr Shelley Rigger is Vice President for
Academic Affairs, Dean of Faculty, and Brown
Professor of Asian Studies at Davidson
University. Her research and writing focus
on Taiwanese politics and the relationships
between the United States, the People’s
Republic of China, and Taiwan.

In 2019-2020 she was a Fulbright scholar
at National Taiwan University in Taipei, studying the political
and social views of Taiwanese youth. She has been a visiting
professor at universities in the People’s Republic of China:
Fudan University (2006) and Shanghai Jiaotong University
(2013 & 2015), and a visiting researcher at National Chengchi
University in Taiwan in 2005. Dr. Rigger is also a non-resident
fellow of the China Policy Institute at Nottingham University
and a senior fellow of the Foreign Policy Research Institute
(FPRI). She interacts frequently with US government officials,
especially in the Taiwan policy field.

Dr. Rigger has written two books for general readers on Taiwan
— Why Taiwan Matters: Small Island, Global Powerhouse (2011)
and The Tiger Leading the Dragon: How Taiwan Propelled
China’s Economic Rise (2021).

Dr. Rigger is a director of The Taiwan Fund, a closed-end
investment fund specializing in Taiwan-listed companies.
She has a B.A. from Princeton University and a Ph.D. from
Harvard University.

Amb. Dennis Ross is a counselor and
William Davidson Distinguished Fellow at The
Washington Institute for Near East Policy. For
more than 12 years he played a leading role in
shaping U.S. involvement in the Middle East
peace process as the U.S. point man on the
peace process in both the George H. W. Bush
and Bill Clinton administrations. Amb. Ross
also served two years as special assistant to President Obama
and National Security Council Senior Director for the Central
Region and a year as special advisor to Secretary of State
Hillary Rodham Clinton.

Earlier he played a prominent role in U.S. policy towards
the former Soviet Union, the unification of Germany, and its
integration into NATO. His most recent book, Be Strong and of
Good Courage: How Israel’s Most Important Leaders Shaped
Its Destiny, written with his colleague David Makovsky, profiles
four Israeli prime ministers who made historic choices. It
examines lessons from past decisions to help Israel’s leaders
address the critical choice they must soon make to avoid
becoming a binational state by default.
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Amb. Eric Rubin is currently a senior fellow
with the RAND Corporation, the Center for
European Policy Analysis, and the American
Academy of Diplomacy. He was elected to serve
as the President of the American Foreign Service
Association after his posting as U.S. Ambassador
I to Bulgaria (2016-2019).

Amb. Rubin retired from the Foreign Service in
2023. He joined the Foreign Service in 1985 after graduating from
Yale. In 1994 he served as Deputy Political Counsellor in Kiev,
Ukraine. From 1989 to 1991 he worked in the Office of Soviet Union
Affairs where he monitored and reported on the collapse of the
Soviet Union. In 2001 he was posted to Chiang Mai, Thailand as
Consul General. In 2004 he returned to Washington as the director
of the Office of Policy Planning and Coordination in the Bureau of
International Narcotics and Law Enforcement Affairs. In 2006 he
served as the executive assistant to R. Nicholas Burns, the Under
Secretary of State for Political Affairs at the time. From 2008 to 2011
he served as the Deputy Chief of Mission in Moscow.

Jeremy Shapiro is the research director of
the European Council on Foreign Relations. His
areas of focus include U.S. foreign policy and
transatlantic relations.

Mr. Shapiro was previously a fellow with the
Project on International Order and Strategy and
the Center on the United States and Europe at
Brookings, where he edited the Foreign Policy
program’s blog Order from Chaos. Prior to Brookings, he was
a member of the U.S. State Department’s policy planning staff,
where he advised the Secretary of State on U.S. policy in North
Africa and the Levant. He was also the senior advisor to Assistant
Secretary of State for European and Eurasian Affairs Philip Gordon,
providing strategic guidance on a wide variety of U.S.-European
foreign policy issues.

Mr. Shapiro has a B.A. in computer science from Harvard University,
a Master's Degree in international relations and international
economics from Johns Hopkins University School of Advanced
International Studies, and a Ph.D. candidate at M.I.T.
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For more information visit our website
sillsarasota.org
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Dr. Jeremi Suri holds the Mack Brown
Distinguished Chair for Leadership in Global
Affairs at the University of Texas at Austin. He
is a professor in the University’s Department of
History and the Lyndon B. Johnson School of
Public Affairs.

Dr. Suri is the author and editor of eleven books
on contemporary politics and foreign policy, most
recently Civil War By Other Means: America’s Long and Unfinished
Fight for Democracy (2022). His writings appear in The New York
Times, The Washington Post, The Wall Street Journal, CNN.com,
and other media. Dr. Suri is a popular public lecturer and comments
frequently on radio and television news.

Dr. Suri's writing and teaching have received numerous prizes
including the President's Associates Teaching Excellence Award
from the University of Texas and the Pro Bene Meritis Award for
Contributions to the Liberal Arts. Together with his son Zachary, he
hosts the weekly podcast “This Is Democracy.”

Dr. Suri holds an A.B. in history from Stanford University, an
M.A. in history from Ohio University, and a Ph.D. In history from
Yale University.

Amb. John Tefft is a retired United States
diplomat and holds a Distinguished Chair
in Diplomacy and Security at the RAND
Corporation. He was a career Foreign Service
Officer for more than 45 years. He served as
U.S. Ambassador to the Russian Federation from
2014 to 2017, to Ukraine from 2009 to 2013, to
Georgia from 2004 to 2009, and to Lithuania from
2000 to 2003. Other assignments included service as the Deputy
Assistant Secretary of State for European and Eurasian Affairs and
as the International Affairs Advisor at the National War College.
Amb. Tefft originally retired from the Foreign Service in September
2013 and served as Executive Director of the RAND Corporation’s
U.S.-Russia Business Leaders Forum until his recall to duty and
confirmation as U.S. Ambassador to the Russian Federation.

Amb. Tefft is the recipient of numerous awards, including the
Secretary of State’s Distinguished Service Award, the American
Foreign Service Association’s Lifetime Contributions to Diplomacy
Award, and the Diplomacy for Human Rights Award in 2013.

Amb. Tefft holds a B.A. from Marquette University and a Master’s
degree from Georgetown University.
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Dr. Daniel Tichenor is the Philip H. Knight
Chair of Political Science and Director of the
Wayne Morse Center for Law and Politics
at the University of Oregon. An expert on
American politics and history, immigration and
refugee policy, social movements, and the U.S.
Presidency, he has published eight books,
more than 80 academic journal articles and
bookchapters and numerous popular essays. His books include
Democracy’s Child: Young People and the Politics of Control,
Leverage, and Agency (2022), Rivalry and Reform: Presidents,
Social Movements, and the Transformation of American
Politics (2018), The Politics of International Migration (2012),
and Dividing Lines: The Politics of Immigration Control (2002).
His forthcoming book is Unsettled: Governing Immigration in a
Polarized Nation.

Dr. Tichenor’s research awards include the Kammerer Award
for the best book on U.S. policy, the Jack Walker Prize, the
Parker Follette Award, the Polity Prize, and the Charles Redd
Award. He was named to the inaugural class of Andrew
Carnegie Fellows for “extraordinary research addressing
urgent challenges to U.S. democracy and the international
order.” Dr. Tichenor holds a Ph.D. in political science from
Brandeis University.

Lina Tori Jan serves as a Policy Officer
at the Georgetown Institute for Women,
Peace, and Security and leads the Institute’s
Afghanistan initiative, Onward for Afghan
Women, elevating and supporting Afghan
women leaders with opportunities to
continue their advocacy. Shaped by her
experiences as an Afghan woman raised
in Afghanistan, Ms. Tori Jan has worked
around the globe with companies, NGOs, and governments,
assisting in their efforts to create a more just society. She also
serves on the Board of RefugePoint, an international NGO
that supports refugees in more than 30 countries, and as an
Advisor to the Oxford Character Project, lending expertise in
values-based leadership.

Ms. Tori Jan recently joined the Executive Board of Advisors of
the Jepson School of Leadership at the University of Richmond
where she graduated with a B.A. in leadership studies and
political science in 2020. She attended graduate school as a
Jepson Scholar at the University of Oxford, where she earned
a master’s degree in public policy. Her work has been featured
on NBC'’s The Today Show, BBC, ABC, CBS, NPR, and in The
Washington Post.
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Martin Walker is now in his third
successful career, his first being 30 years
in journalism for the Guardian and United
Press International, a second of ten years
with think tanks including the World Policy
Council, the Woodrow Wilson Center for
Scholars, and as Director of the Global
Business Policy Council.

./I ___‘.‘
He is now a widely read writer and novelist and has sold seven
million books in 19 languages, best known for his Bruno Chief
of Police series, some short stories, and in recent years The
Bruno’s Cookbook. Written with his wife, Julia, it was awarded
the Gourmand International Prize as the world’s best French
cookbook. He is also a Grand Consul of the wines of Bergerac
and was awarded a gold medal by the French government for
his services to tourism.

Mr. Walker is a graduate of Balliol College in Oxford, England.

Dr. Wendy Whitman Cobb is a
Professor of Strategy and Security Studies
at the School of Advanced Air and Space
Studies (SAASS). Her research focuses
on the political and institutional dynamics
of space policy, public opinion on space

exploration, and the influence of commerce
| on potential space conflict. Dr. Whitman
Cobb’s work has been published in Space
Policy, Astropolitics, Congress and the Presidency, Strategic
Studies Quarterly, and The Journal of Political Science
Education. She has published several academic works
including a political science textbook, Political Science Today
(2023), Privatizing Peace: How Commerce Can Reduce
Conflict in Space (2020), and most recently, Space Policy
for the 21st Century (2024), a first-of-its-kind space policy
textbook co-authored with Derrick Frazier.

Dr. Whitman Cobb received a B.A. and M.A. from the
University of Central Florida, both in political science and a
Ph.D. in political science from the University of Florida.
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For more information visit our website
sillsarasota.org
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MUSIC MONDAYS

Sarasota: 10:30 am Church of the Palms
Venice: 3:00 pm Venice Presbyterian Church

> Aznavoorian Duo Celil Refik Kaya
Et: 6 Cello and Piano Duo 13 Guitar
3 Aquila Sol/Jacob Kerzner Ravon “Steely”
g 20 Broadway Singer and 27 Rhoden
Pianist Steel Drums
Matrick Thorpe
E 3 Cello (Artist Series 10 gzmgennett
< Concerts Winner-Local)
2
% Charles Lazarus/David Living by the Stream
w | 17 Cherwien 24 Violin Soprano and
L Trumpet and Organ Guitar
Hanna Kim/
James Nyoraku Schlefer Marcelina Suchocka
I | 3  Shakuhachi (Japanese 10 Percussionists
8 flute) from the Sarasota
< Orchestra
=
17 Michelle Johnson 2 4 Ivory & Gold®
Soprano (Sarasota Opera) Flute and Piano

LECTURES USING CONVERSATION FORMAT

For our 2025 program year, three lectures will use the
conversation format with well-qualified board members:
Feb. 18-19 - Amb. John Beyrle with Craig Kennedy
Mar. 4-5 - Elliot Ackerman with Jeff Olesen
Mar. 27-28 - Amb. John Tefft with Michael Boorstein

We hope you enjoy this format.

Michael A. Boorstein, a native of
Bethesda, Maryland, served 35 years as a
Foreign Service Officer with the Department
of State, working abroad at seven diplomatic
posts in Europe, Africa, East Asia, and
Latin America; and four years as a senior
United Nations official with the Pan American
Health Organization.

Aresident of Longboat Key since 2017, Michael has been active
in the community. He is a board member of the Foreign Service
Retirees Association of Florida (FSRA). He just completed a
term as co-president of Temple Beth Israel on Longboat Key. He
is currently vice president of SILL.

He has a BA in Psychology from Beloit College in Beloit,
Wisconsin, and an MBA from The George Washington University.
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From 1980 to 1992, Craig Kennedy
worked for the Joyce Foundation, a Chicago
philanthropy, and served as its president
for six years. From 1995 to 2014,
Kennedy was the president of the German
Marshall Fund of the United States (GMF),
an American organization devoted to
transatlantic cooperation. GMF undertook
many new initiatives in the Balkans, Black Sea region, and
elsewhere during his tenure.

Since 2014, Kennedy has worked as a consultant to for-profit
and nonprofit entities. He also served on the board of First
Solar, the largest American maker of solar panels, and several
nonprofit boards.

A native of New York City, Jeff Olesen
has lived in Sarasota since 2012 after
retiring as a Senior Foreign Service Officer
of the U.S. Department of State. He
served several two-to-four-year postings
including Guadalajara, Mexico; Abu Dhabi,
UAE, Lahore, Pakistan, Washington, DC;
Budapest, Hungary; Almaty, Kazakhstan;
Athens, Greece; Vienna, Austria and Miami, FL. Since
retiring he has done several short two-to-four-month tours
in Luxembourg, Vienna, and in Turkey in Adana, Ankara,
and Istanbul.

Jeff graduated from Cornell University with a B.A. in History
and Government in 1970. He earned an M.B.A. in Finance
from West Virginia University in 1978. Before joining the
Foreign Service, he worked for 17 years in the private sector,
working in retailing for seven years with Montgomery Ward
and then in finance working with Merrill Lynch, Smith Barney,
and his firm, Olesen, Houser and Associates.

Jeff has remained active in retirement serving on the Boards
and as President of the Sarasota-Manatee chapters of
the United Nations Association of the U.S.A., the Cornell
Club, and the Sarasota Chorus of the Keys. He is currently
President of SILL.

* [=]
(=] ki [s]

For more information visit our website
sillsarasota.org
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Venice =
Theatre 5%

Diamond Season Presented by
Gulf Coast Community Foundation

Concerts,
Musicals.
Classics.
Comedies

and, much more!

An Evening with
Norm Lewis
March 16, 2025

See the Emmy, Tony, and SAG
Award nominee LIVE in concert at
Venice Performing Arts Center

Co-production with
Venice Institute for Performing Arts

TICKETS: VeniceTheatre.org
QUESTIONS: 941.488.1115

Scan for season
schedule, info &

TICKETS
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\ IPLAYERS

Celebrating 95 years of Community Theatre

L

3501 S. Tamiami Trail, Sarasota, FL 34239
theplayers.org | 941.365.2494
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] RINGLING COLLEGE Li-BRARY‘ ASSOCIATION »
TOWN HALL DIRECTORS

l SARASOTA’S PREMIER LECTURE SERIES™ Jeff Olesen President
: e i Michael Boorstein Vice President
Bringing influencers from the world stage Bob Germain Secretary
to our stage in Sarasota Marshall Greenwald Treasurer
Robert Barylski* Director
GLENN CLOSE Karen Brown Director
JANUARY 13, 2025 Adrienne Cipolla Director
Beth Cotner* Director
Roﬁif&gy:’(o)ggm ’, Bob DeFillippi Director
’ g ) Jane DeFillippi Director
Bob Deutsch Director
DR;\A‘A?JYQ 2’:)‘21.5'ER Gordon Garrett D?rector
g Joe Holt Director
H.R. McMASTER - Susan Hook Director
MARCH 31, 2025 _ Craig Kennedy Director
T ; Sue Lewis Director
DR. ANTHONY FAUCI : Bob Lieber Director
APRIL 14,2025 _ Gerald Luhman I Director
: ; Teresa Morris Director
Richard Rose Director
Ed Swan Director
Betsy Traba Director
Kathie Westpheling Director

* Former SILL Board President

EX-OFFICIO
Peter J. Huber* Jorie Lueloff* John McGruder Jr.*
Joy Mclintyre* Mary Testa* Chet Thompson*

ADJUNCT MEMBERS
Carmine Cipolla Michael Shacket
Craig Marion Bill Smullen
John McFetridge Jane Storm

Carmen Stoeckmann  Paul Westpheling

the dramal S

westcoastblacktheatre.org

941-366-1505

1012 N ORANGE AVE SARASOTA

: ‘l;”und the world join us to
terest.
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FRIENDS OF SILL

SILL is a volunteer organization, totally funded by ticket sales,
the support of institutional sponsors and generous contributions
from its friends.

We want to thank the many Friends of SILL whose names
appear below for helping us to maintain the high quality and
reasonable cost of our programs.

The listing is for donations received between 8/1/23 and 7/31/24.

Although space constraints only allow acknowledgment of
contributions at and above the $50 level in this booklet, all
contributions are gratefully appreciated.

Tax-deductible donations to SILL can be added to the “Friends
of SILL” line at the bottom of your order form. Donations may
also be given to a SILL board member at any lecture or you may
mail your check to: SILL Registrar, Box 219, 8499 S. Tamiami

Trail, Sarasota, FL 34238.

Thank you for being a Friend of SILL.

Friends of SILL Honor Roll

$5,000+ Angel $100+ Supporter

Alexander Charitable
Foundation
James & Stephania McClennen

$1000+ Sponsor

Michael Boorstein

Richard Chais & Lenore Redler
C Beth Cotner

Robert Deutsch

Raymond & Karen Guberman
Craig Kennedy

Gerald & Loretta Luhman |l
John Simon

Murray Smith

Sharon St Clair

Richard Talbot

$500+ Patron

William Baldwin

John Birkinbine

Joseph Cucci

Robert & Jane DeFillippi
Gordon Garrett & Sue Lewis
Marshall Greenwald
Joseph Holt

Marilyn Ellis lesularo
Robert Lieber

Teresa Morris

Jeffry Olesen

Barry & Rebecca Preston
Michael Rose

Richard Rose

Kathie Westpheling
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Steven Adams

Ann B Anderson
Mary Ardington
Richard Arenstrup
James Atsaides
William Babcock
Jeffrey Bain

Bruce Ballard

Robert Barylski
Diane Basso

Joan Bauerlein
Sumner & Donna Baum
Bonnie Blackburn
Roger Blanken
Gordon Bloom
Edward Bloomberg
Margaret Boehm
James Bornstein
Joan Breiner

Leland Brown

Karen Brown Mohr
Lee & Nancy Buechler
Judith Burgis

Irene & Alec Cass
Jim & Susan Catlette
Richard Chais
Carmine & Adrienne Cipolla
Christopher Clarke
Catherine Cooper
Gerald Corcoran
Dana Corn

Glenn Dallas

Kathryn Dierstein
Jim Dwyer

Lon Easton

Pamela Eaton
Robert Eikill

Marcia Eisenberg
Howard Elder
Stephen & Carol Ellis
Douglas Engebretson
Margo Evans

Robert Falsani
William Feeley
Nancy Fink

Gordon Finman
Linda Foster

Darlene Furst

Larry Gagnon

Jean Gaul

Richard & Joni Geifman
Robert Germain

Roz Goldberg

Cheryl Goldhirsch
Alida Gorin

Ann Gray

Patricia Grubb
Arnold Gwirtzman
John & Teresa Haddock
Robert & Sue Hammond
Carol Hancock
Robert Harkins
Thomas Healy

Ervin & Mary Heyde
Robert & Delsa Hirsch
Bette Hoffman

Karen Hoffschmidt
Sidney & Anita Holec
Susan Hook

Dan Idzik

Ted Ingersoll

Nissen Isakov

Ellen Jackson

Terrill Jardis

Thomas Jeffs Il
Karen Jensen
Elizabeth Johnston
William Johnston
Donna Jones

Donald Judd

Robert Kellman
James Kennedy
John Kidd

Robert Kidd

Norma Klein

George Kotlewski
Stephen Kozeracki
Karen Laforest

Lucy Lapides

Jan & Jerry Lazar
Barbara Leahy

Kenneth Leary

Evan Lebson

Ronald Lee

Robert Lesser

Matt Leugers

Joan Lieberman

Jill List

Donna Lockhart

Phyllis Lovrien

John Lowe

Colleen Lundwall

David & Rebecca Lyons

Andrew & Sybil Macbeth

Peter Marmerstein

Joan Mathews

Jane McCormack

Reid McCullough

McElwee/Debevoise

John McFetridge

Joy Mclintyre

Leslie Meeker

Robert Moist

Vladimir Nacev

Melvin Nash

Robert Newberry

Mary Nirider

Linda Nordenberg

John Norris

Peggy Louise Obergfell

The Welcome Club
of SRQ Manatee

Jane Passman

Peter Pichetti

Richard Pohiman

Patt Potter

Douglas Price

Theodore Probst

Steven & Beth Quick

Marilyn Quintal

Suzanne Raymond

Lawrence Reinebach

Craig Riley

John Robenalt

Bonnie Ross

Margo Ross

Scott Ross

Steven Rothschild

Walter & Arlene Row

Paul Russell

Richard Russell

Barbara Ryder

Mr & Mrs Jonathan Ryder

Al Sabin

Barry & Deane Safir

Howard Schechter

Meredith Schell

Jack & Priscilla Schlegel

Diana Sells

Jane Serio
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Michael Shacket
Cheryl Shapiro
Susan Silton

Eric Smith

David & Cvyia Snyder
Ramona Snyder
Alexander Sokoloff
Gordon Stanley
Barbara Steinbach
Jane Storm

H Strasser
Charlotte Suhler
Carole Sullivan
Jenifer Sunter
Carol Swan
Edward Swan
James Symons
Linda Talarico
Peter Tracy
Joseph Van Berkel
Nancy Vandegrift
Martin Virgilio
Jacqueline Vlaming
Peg Wallace
Vanessa Wassenar
Natalie Weissblum
Joan & Jerry Wexler
Kim Wheeler
Patricia Wierichs
Anita Wilson

John Wolf

Jean Wood
Frances Wurlitzer
Sarah York
Stephan Zumsteg

$50+ Friend

David Artzerounian
Robert Baldrey
Bobbie Banan
Jane Benas
Jeffrey Boss
Susan Boston
Christine Bril
Sandra Brinker
Michael Brooks
David Brownell
Rita Campion
Richard Caro
Kathleen Case
Daniel Chamberlain
Helen Charash
Lewis Clark

Gail Clevenger
William Colagrande
Nancy Coleman
Vicki Epstein

Carol Fink
Margaret Fowler
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Gary Gibson

Susan Girese

Joan Gray

Susan Grodman
Barbara Grossman
Rosalie Hardman
William Harrison
Stephen Hefler
John Hoey

Katalin Holzmann
Terry Hynes

Shirley Jankelevich
Steven Kalt

Adele Kellman
Rezso Kempl
Angela King

Vicki Lachman

Mary Lamar

Trevor Lambert

Ann & Henry Lanford
Sallie Light

Blake Mackenzie
Harriet Maltz

Robin Mann

Craig Marion

James Martin
Janice & Peter Mattina
Mary Ann McCloskey
Mina McEvoy

Mary McFate

Dan Miller

Kermit Moh

Encoore of Sarasota
John Page

Debra Peters
Thomas Regan
Raymond Rosenfeld
Corinne Roth

John Sahn

Lee Ann Salle

Ruth Sara Schneider
Sandra Siegel

Sheri Simon

Steve Simon

Justine Skestos
Christine Sloane
James Smith

Oliver Taylor

Leatha & Carl Terwilliger
Betsy Traba

Samuel Tucker
Brian Van Linda
Mary Van Thiel
Sandra Warner
Robert White

Greg Wilson

Lewis Winarsky
Mara Winn

Sora Yelin

VOLUNTEERS

Share your time and talent...volunteer!

Volunteer support s critical to SILL being in a position to continue
offering the Global Issues and Music Series that audiences
have enjoyed over the past 53 years.

For every lecture a full complement of volunteers is required
to ensure everything runs smoothly. They include the parking
facilitators, ushers, greeters, ticket sales and/or logistics
administrators, as well as others.

While the Global Issues and Music Series run January through
March, the SILL Board works throughout the year in preparation
for the next season.

If you have the interest and desire to join the many
volunteers who are already involved, and wish to learn more,
please contact:

Volunteer Coordinator at sillvolunteer@gmail.com

Jean Allen Bruce Goldhirsch Walter Maxymuk
Karen Allen Cheryl Goldhirsch Diane Miller
Maida Atkins Steve Golliher Royce Morris
Sue Banks Alida Gorin Sharon Newman
Elizabeth Behnke John Haddock Bud Northway
Ellen Bell Tess Hoey Lee Pflueger
Jeb Bell Kathy Holzmann Ted Poulos

Rita Berman Teresa Huang Geri Pozzi-Galluzi
Donn Blodgett Dean Inglis Gloria Rodriguez
Arie Bortinger Ernie Jermo Susan Rose
Nancy Bortinger Jimmy & Joyce Joe Rosenthal
Marvin Burstein Jewell Scott Ross
Katherine Byrnes Joyce Jewell John Schafer
Nancy Cabral Holly Kennedy Liz Schreiber
Judy Carson Norma Klein Bob Simon

Jim Catlette Jan La Haie Sheri Simon
Susan Catlette Carla Lacerda Murray Smith
Ludvik Cizinsky Lucy & Jim Sharon Smith
Jerry Corcoran Lapides Bob Stewart

Joe Cucci Kenneth Leary Chet & Jewel
Christine Deutsch Teresa Leary Thompson
Craig Fingerman Deb Lewis Joe Van Berkel
Pat Finnerty Gary List Laura Wankel
Kathleen Fletcher Jill List Rosanna White
Lyn Foster Pam Lowery Greg Wiitala

Jim Freedman Dennis Lynch Anna Wolaniuk
Rosanne Gaglio Dian Lynch

Richard Geifman Cort Martin
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chorore
Celebrating Our

% RUBY JUBILEE

JANUARY 18 & 19 - American Roots: Storytellers
featuring The Lubben Brothers Band

FEBRUARY 15 - Masterwork Verdi’s Requiem

MARCH 10 - Tomorrow’s Voices Tonight
Student Scholar Soirée

MARCH 21 & 22 - Cirque des Voix®

with The Circus Arts Conservatory

MAY 10 - Beethoven’s Ode to Joy

For tickets: Keychorale.org or 941.552.8768

:E‘::__;,__ Condela Lontestie  CAPSTANES m"" ==wust  Observer
OTHER NOTES
SERIES TICKETS

The purchase of a $110 series ticket entitles the holder to attend all
of the lectures in that series. It cannot be used for lectures in other
series. All ticket sales are final. To order tickets using a check, see the
Order Form on page G33. To order tickets using your credit card, go
to our website.

SINGLE DAY ADMISSIONS
Daily tickets to all lectures are $15 at the door. Payment may be
made by cash or check only.

LECTURE RECORDINGS
SILL offers recordings of individual lectures sent directly to your
email or flash drives for $15 each. Or, you can purchase a set
of any 12 lectures of your choice for $110! Orders can be placed
before and after lectures in the lobby or by phone at 941-365-6404.

ASSISTIVE LISTENING
Thursday Video on Demand recordings have closed captioning.
Wireless hearing enhancement systems are available free of
charge at First United Methodist Church and the Venice Community
Center on a first come, first served basis. Your driver’s license or
credit card will be retained until the receiver is returned at the end
of the lecture.
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SARASOTA INSTITUTE
OF LIFETIME LEARNING

MUSIC MONDAYS
LECTURE SERIES

MUSICAL CONVERSATIONS
WITH GREAT PERFORMERS

sillsarasota.org




Choral Artists of Sarasota
A New Season 2024-2025

Happy Christmukkah
Sun, Dec 8, 2024 = 7pm

Gilbert & Sullivan Revue
Sun, Jan 26, 2025 = 4 pm

The Measure of All Faith
Sun, Feb 23, 2025 = 7pm

Considering Matthew Shepard
Encore Performance
Sat, Apr 5, 2025 = 4pm

United We Stand: Memorial Day
with the Lakewood Ranch Wind Ensemble
Sun, May 25, 2025 = 4pm

horal
rtists

OF SARASOTA

¥ Tickets 941.387.6046
ChoralArtistsSarasota.org

.Eé-; =l
T

llustration by Zoe Hansen E‘rg‘ 7
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OVERVIEW

Welcome to the Music Mondays
2025 season! As the artistic
counterpart to the Global Issues
programs presented by Sarasota
Institute of Lifetime Learning,
the musical journey this season
features a host of duo performers
as well as a couple of unusual
instruments. Musical performance
is an ephemeral art that caresses
our ears and touches our souls in unique and individual
ways. We all experience the joy of music, allowing it to
bathe us in the poetry of sound, yet we all react to this
art form through our own perception and acceptance.
The unusual aspect of this program is that we also
incorporate a musical conversation with invited artists,
giving us insight into their lives and musical activities.
Invariably, musicians also participate in a variety of
endeavors that are extra-musical or they incorporate
their performance into social programs that enhance
and better their communities. And, as is typically the
case, musicians have diverse thoughts about their role in
society, how they fit into our era, and what meaning they
can bring to our lives. Each of our artists this season has
a story to tell, and the experience is illuminating; their
performances are frequently scintillating.

Instead of highlighting any one performer or group of
sessions, | encourage you to explore each one of these
musical artists through our brochure. With the modern era
internet, you can also read more about them and even
hear many of their performances through websites that
will whet your appetite for their appearance in Sarasota
and Venice. | can promise that the live experience will
be even more fascinating and entertaining. You'll also
see that the tradition of engaging artists from a variety
of disciplines, backgrounds, and diversities along with
some exceptional local talent will be featured.

Betsy Hudson Traba, co-host for these programs, and
| are thrilled to present the 2025 season of Music
Mondays and look forward to seeing you and engaging
with you in the coming year.

Joseph Holt
M3



MUSIC MONDAYS

Musical Conversations

SARASOTA
10:30 am — Church of the Palms

VENICE
3:00 pm — Venice Presbyterian Church

— JANUARY 6 —

Aznavoorian Duo, Cello and Piano Duo
The Aznavoorian Duo, sisters Ani (cellist) and Marta (pianist),
had their first public performance at the ages of 4 and 8 at their
Armenian church in Evanston, IL. They won First Prize in the lllinois
Bell Young Performers Competition, resulting in a live performance
with the Chicago Symphony Orchestra on PBS.

—JANUARY 13 -
Celil Refik Kaya, Guitar
Since his concert debut at the age of 6, Turkish American guitarist
and composer Dr. Celil Refik Kaya has received high promised
accolades from an early age. Dr. Kaya is currently the Coordinator
of Guitar Studies at New Jersey City University and Kean University.

— JANUARY 20 -
Aquila Sol and Jacob Kerzner,
Broadway Singer and Pianist

Aquila Sol, soprano, is a Senior studying for her BFA in Musical
Theatre at the University of Michigan with a minor in Performing Arts
Management & Entrepreneurship. Jacob Kerzner, pianist, is the
Associate Editor for the George and Ira Gershwin Critical Edition at
the University of Michigan.

— JANUARY 27—

Ravon “Steely” Rhoden, Steel Drums
Ravon Rhoden steel drum performer, has established himself
as one of the most innovative and vital voices in modern reggae.
Born and raised in Montego Bay, Jamaica, his music pays tribute to
legends like Bob Marley and Dennis Brown while pushing the genre
into bold new territory.

— FEBRUARY 3 —

Matrick Thorpe, Cello (Artist Series Concerts Winner)
Matrick Thorpe is a 17-year-old contemporary/classical cellist
from Sarasota, Florida, where he attends Pine View School for
the Gifted. While studying classical with cellist Ann Alton, he has
received several performance scholarships and awards, the most
recent from the Artist Series Suncoast Competition.

— FEBRUARY 10 -

Dave Bennett, Clarinet
Dave Bennett jazz clarinet, doesn't fit the mold. You may not find
even one other clarinet virtuoso who breaks from his Swing Era
repertoire to sing rockabilly hits while accompanying himself at the
piano or electric guitar. He’s also a songwriter - his first rock album
is “Nowhere Fast”.
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— FEBRUARY 17 —
Charles Lazarus and David Cherwien,
Trumpet and Organ
Charles Lazarus, trumpeter, is a multi-faceted performer who has
charted a unique course over his career including tenures in several
of the best-known brass ensembles in the world. David Cherwien,
former Artistic Director of the National Lutheran Choir, is a nationally
known conductor, composer, and organist.

— FEBRUARY 24 —

Living by the Stream, Violin, Soprano and Guitar
Living by the Stream, a father-daughter duo of Sarah Dowell, violin,
and Steve Dowell, guitar, creates a new and unique musical style
entirely its own by harnessing the tones of violin, guitar, and vocals
into a colorful amalgam of sound imbued with joy and wonder.

— MARCH 3 -
James Nyoraku Schlefer,
Shakuhachi (Japanese flute)

James Nyoraku Schlefer is a Grand Master of the shakuhachi and
one of only a handful of non-Japanese artists to have achieved this
rank. He is a professor of World music courses at New York City
College of Technology (CUNY). He is an artist in residence at The
Hermitage Artist Retreat.

— MARCH 10 -
Hanna Kim and Marcelina Suchocka,
Percussionists from the Sarasota Orchestra

Hanna Kim joined the Sarasota Orchestra as Section Percussionist
in October 2023. She earned her Bachelor of Music Performance
degree from The Juilliard School. Born in Bialystok, Poland,
Marcelina Suchocka is the Principal Percussionist for the Sarasota
Orchestra and the Britt Festival Orchestra.

—MARCH 17 -

Michelle Johnson, Soprano (Sarasota Opera)
Michelle Johnson, a soprano of extraordinary talent and acclaim,
has captivated audiences worldwide with her mesmerizing
performances. As a Grand Prize Winner of the Metropolitan Opera
National Council Auditions, she has been hailed by critics as “a clear
audience favorite,” lauded for her impeccable breath control and
velvety voice.

— MARCH 24 —

Ivory & Gold®, Flute and Piano
Ivory & Gold® duo consists of Anne Barnhart (flute and vocals)
and Jeff Barnhart (piano and vocals) and was formed in 2001 to
perform at the prestigious annual Jazz Festival in Sun Valley, Idaho.
Subsequently, Ivory & Gold® has been invited to appear in hundreds
of venues from coast to coast.
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ABOUT OUR ARTISTS

Aznavoorian Duo,

Cello and Piano Duo
The Aznavoorian Duo,
sisters Ani (cellist) and
Marta (pianist) had their
first public performance
at the ages of 4 and 8 at
§ their Armenian church in
Evanston IL. They won
First Prize in the lllinois
Bell Young Performers Competition, resulting in a live performance
with the Chicago Symphony Orchestra on PBS. Since then, they have
toured France, Armenia, and Finland, performed at Carnegie Hall's
Weill Recital Hall, and presented countless programs in their hometown
of Chicago including a major fundraiser for the Armenian earthquake
in 1988. This season, the Aznavoorian Duo embarks on a tour of
California, and the Seattle Chamber Music Society presents them in
a winter residency.

The Aznavoorian Sisters went on to win the National Foundation for
the Arts Award, leading to their appointment as Presidential Scholars
in the Arts and performances at The Kennedy Center in Washington
D.C. and at The White House, where Ani met President Bill Clinton
and Marta met President George H. W. Bush. Marta and Ani work with
many programs to help create musical training pathways for students
from traditionally under-represented backgrounds. They created the
Keynote Foundation, which aims to fund these students and help them
achieve their full musical potential.

Dr. Cecil Refik Kaya, Guitar

Since his concert debut at the age of 6, Turkish
American guitarist and composer Dr. Celil
Refik Kaya has received high accolades from
an early age, being the youngest to win First
Prize in the 2012 JoAnn Falletta International
Guitar Concerto Competition, prizewinner of
international guitar competitions from Europe
and throughout the United States. In 2017
he was awarded “Rising Young Musician of
the Year” by the Donizetti Classical Music Awards in Istanbul and a
prestigious fellowship from Harvard University’s Dumbarton Oaks.

Dr. Kaya has performed in concert halls and festivals, giving solo
performances at Carnegie Hall, the Concertgebouw, The Frick
Collection Museum in NYC New York Guitar Seminar Festival, Round
Top Festival, Brevard Music Festival, Raritan River Music Festival and
Ankara International Music Festival, and numerous radio broadcasts
and concert performances throughout the United States and Europe.
As a concert soloist, he has collaborated with professional orchestras
such as the Buffalo Philharmonic, Virginia Symphony, Presidential
Symphony Orchestra in Turkey, Istanbul State Symphony, Hilton
Head Symphony, Brevard Festival Orchestra, Lake Placid Sinfonietta,
Bilkent Symphony, and many others and has gained great artistic
recognition internationally.

Dr. Kaya is currently the Coordinator of Guitar Studies at New Jersey
City University and Kean University.
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Aquila Sol and
Jacob Kerzner,
Broadway Singer

and Pianist

Aquila Sol, soprano,
is a Senior studying
for her BFA in Musical
Theatre at the University
of Michigan with a
minor in Performing Arts
Management & Entrepreneurship. She is originally from Carlsbad,
CA, where her life in the theatre began at age 9. Since moving to Ann
Arbor, she has been in University Productions such as Bernarda Alba,
Rent, and Guys & Dolls, and worked on new pieces that are currently
in development such as Marian (Eleanor Roosevelt), Siluetas, and
Gavin Creel's Loud Nite. She has spent her summers performing at
The Encore Theatre in 42nd Street and Oklahoma!

Jacob Kerzner, pianist, is the Associate Editor for the George and
Ira Gershwin Critical Edition at the University of Michigan, where
they are editing the forthcoming volumes La, La, Lucille, George’s
first full Broadway show including recently rediscovered songs and
orchestration, and Of Thee | Sing, the first “musical play” to win a
Pulitzer Prize. Recent productions include Pipe Dream (Berkshire
Theatre Group), Sweet Charity (Royal Conservatoire of Scotland),
Tribute: Simon & Garfunkel (The Encore), The Falling and the Rising
(Opera Memphis), Oklahoma! (St. Ann’s Warehouse), Jerome Robbins’
Broadway (The Muny) and Hadestown (The Citadel Theatre).

] Ravon “Steely” Rhoden, Steel Drums
Ravon Rhoden, steel drum performer, has
established himself as one of the most innovative
and vital voices in modern reggae. Born and
raised in Montego Bay, Jamaica, his music pays
tribute to legends like Bob Marley and Dennis
Brown while pushing the genre into bold new
territory. He is the first major reggae artist to
accompany his vocals on the steel drum, an
instrument that gives him his signature sound.
Along with his band ‘The Steely Experience,’” he delivers unforgettable
performances that will appeal to music lovers of all kinds. He is also the
founder of Steely Records, which provides a wide variety of services
for like-minded artists. With a steady stream of new content expected
this year and beyond, Ravon Rhoden is poised to become one of the
biggest names in reggae.

Matrick Thorpe,

Cello (Artist Series Concerts Winner)

Matrick Thorpe is a 17-year-old contemporary/
classical cellist from Sarasota, Florida, where he
attends Pine View School for the Gifted. While
studying classical with cellist Ann Alton, he has
received several performance scholarships and
awards, most recently including the Sarasota
Music Club/Artists Series competition, Clazz

M7



ABOUT OUR ARTISTS

International Music Festival in Italy, Winold Chamber Festival, Vero
Beach International Music Festival and Cello Akademie Rutesheim in
Germany as well as being awarded Superior with Distinction for the
Florida State MPA. Equally as passionate about contemporary and
world music, Matrick participates in a variety of workshops, virtually
and in person.

His irrepressible love for music has led him to performing in orchestras,
ensembles, studios, and stages in 23 countries. While he loves
performing locally with the Pine View Orchestra, Strings Con Brio, and
The Pops, one of his real passions is in street performance, believing
that music should be shared with everyone. You can watch Matrick’s
TEDx speech “Lessons Learned in the Pursuit of Music” online on
YouTube’s TEDx Talks.

Dave Bennett, Clarinet
Dave Bennett, jazz clarinet, doesn't fit the
mold. For starters, you don't find many jazz
clarinet players who name Alice Cooper, Stevie
Ray Vaughan, and Chris Isaak among their
influences. You won't find many musicians
who are equally conversant with the music of
Benny Goodman (the “King of Swing”) and Roy
Orbison (“The Soul of Rock and Roll"). In fact,
4 you may not find even one other clarinet virtuoso
who breaks from his Swing Era repertoire to sing rockabilly hits while
accompanying himself at the piano or electric guitar.

Dave began his national touring career at the age of 14. He has been
a featured soloist at Carnegie Hall with The New York Pops and has
been featured with 35 other US and Canadian orchestras. Some
of his annual appearances include The Elkhart Jazz Festival, The
Suncoast Classic Jazz Festival, The Arizona Classic Jazz Festival, The
Sacramento Hot Jazz Jubilee, The Clambake Music Festival, and The
Redwood Coast Music Festival.

During the isolation of the pandemic, fate steered Dave’s time off the
road into a bold new direction. A songwriter stepped forward. “Nowhere
Fast”, his first full-length rock album is a deep, soul-searching joyride
through the back streets of his mind.

@& Charles Lazarus
= and David
§ Cherwien,
Trumpet and Organ
Charles Lazarus,
trumpeter, is a multi-
faceted performer who
has charted a unique
course over his career
: including tenures in
several of the best-known brass ensembles in the world, including
Canadian Brass, Dallas Brass, Meridian Arts Ensemble, and the
Minnesota Orchestra. As a soloist, composer, and bandleader, Lazarus
has created four original crossover orchestral shows featuring him as
a soloist with his jazz ensemble: “A Night in the Tropics”, “American
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Riffs”, “Fly Me to the Moon”, and most recently “The New American
Songbook” featuring the Grammy Awarding winning family quintet,
The Steeles.

David Cherwien, former Artistic Director of the National Lutheran Choir,
is a nationally known conductor, composer, and organist. Recognized
for his contributions to the field of church music and liturgy, he is in
demand as a clinician and hymn festival leader across the country.
David serves as Cantor at Mount Olive Lutheran Church in Minneapolis,
a parish known for its passion for traditional liturgy and creative, high-
quality music. A prolific composer, Cherwien has published more than
150 works for both chorus and organ. Cherwien composed 25 new
works for the National Lutheran Choir during his 21-year tenure with
the prestigious organization.

Living by the
Stream, Violin,

Soprano and Guitar
Living by the Stream, a
father-daughter duo of
Sarah Dowell, violin,
. and Steve Dowell,
guitar, creates a new
and unique musical

. £ style entirely its own
by harnessing the tones of violin, gunar and vocals into a colorful
amalgam of sound imbued with joy and wonder.

The duo first started its musical journey in the early 2000s when
father and daughter stepped onto a stage at the Michigan State
Fair. From there, the family team hit the ground running. Performing
around the local community at churches, cafes, concert series,
festivals, and more, it was soon evident that Steve and Sarah were
sharing more than just their music - they were in pursuit of a calling
to touch hearts and inspire others along the way.

Sarah graduated Magna Cum Laude with a B.M. in violin
performance from Grand Valley State University. Steve has been a
guitarist just short of his entire life. Influenced by many music styles
and guitarists during that time, his musical ear remains piqued for
sensing and creating special and unique musical expressions he
can infuse into the sound art he paints with his guitar. In his early
years, he studied the piano, his first instrument, and studied the
coronet soon after that.

James Nyoraku Schlefer,
Shakuhachi (Japanese flute)

James Nyoraku Schlefer is a Grand Master
of the shakuhachi and one of only a handful
of non-Japanese artists to have achieved this
rank. He received the Dai-Shi-Han (Grand
Master) certificate in 2001, and his second Shi-
Han certificate in 2008, from the Mujuan Dojo in
Kyoto. Schiefer first encountered the shakuhachi
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in 1979, while working towards a career as a flute player and pursuing
an advanced degree in musicology. Today he is considered by his
colleagues to be one of the most influential Western practitioners of this
distinctive art form. Known to his students as Nyoraku sensei, Schlefer
established his own dojo in NYC in 1996. He also taught shakuhachi at
Columbia University for 10 years, is a professor of World music courses
at New York City College of Technology (CUNY), and performs and
lectures at colleges and universities throughout the United States. As a
composer, Schlefer has written multiple chamber and orchestral works
combining Japanese and Western instruments as well as numerous
pieces solely for traditional Japanese instruments. His programming
for Kyo-Shin-An Arts has also been recognized with twvo CMA/ASCAP
Awards for Adventurous Programming (2013 and 2016). He was
recognized by Musical America Worldwide as one of their “30 Top
Professionals and Key Influencers.”

Mr. Schlefer is a resident artist at the Hermitage Artist Retreat on
Manasota Key, Florida.

Hanna Kim

and Marcelina
Suchocka,
Percussionists

from the Sarasota
Orchestra

Hanna Kim joined the
Sarasota Orchestra as
Section Percussionist in
October 2023. Prior to
this appointment, she was a freelance musician based in Pittsburgh.
She performed with the Pittsburgh Symphony, Philadelphia Orchestra,
Atlanta Symphony, New World Symphony, and Chamber Orchestra
of Pittsburgh.

She earned her Bachelor of Music Performance degree from The
Juilliard School where she studied with Daniel Druckman, her Master
of Music degree from Temple University under the tutelage of Alan Abel
and Christopher Deviney, and her Artist Diploma from Curtis Institute of
Music as a student of Don Liuzzi, Eric Millstein, and Robert Van Sice.

Born in Bialystok, Poland, Marcelina Suchocka is the Principal
Percussionist for the Sarasota Orchestra and the Britt Festival Orchestra.
Marcelina enjoys a diverse career spanning orchestral, chamber, new
music, and solo playing. She was a fellow at the New World Symphony
and has performed as an extra/substitute percussionist with the New
York Philharmonic, Los Angeles Philharmonic, the Cleveland Orchestra,
Chicago Symphony, National Symphony Orchestra, Dallas Symphony,
Detroit Symphony, Kansas City Symphony, and the Utah Symphony.

Most recently Marcelina has spent summers as a fellow at the
Tanglewood Music Center, Pacific Music Festival, the Music Academy
of the West, National Repertory Orchestra, and Spoleto Festival.
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Michelle Johnson,

Soprano (Sarasota Opera)

Michelle Johnson, a soprano of extraordinary
talent and acclaim, has captivated audiences
worldwide with her mesmerizing performances.
As a Grand Prize Winner of the Metropolitan
Opera National Council Auditions, she has been
hailed by critics as “a clear audience favorite,”
lauded for her impeccable breath control and
velvety voice that effortlessly transports listeners
into a realm of musical splendor.

Ms. Johnson has also made a name for herself as one of the most
in-demand Aida’s in the opera world today, performing Verdi's tragic
heroine with Glimmerglass Music Festival, Opera Santa Barbara,
Opera Columbus, Knoxville Opera, Opera Idaho, and Sarasota Opera,
among others. A favorite of many houses, past opera credits include
Madame Lidoine in Poulenc’s Dialogues des Carmélites, Santuzza in
Cavalleria Rusticana, Leonora in Il trovatore, Minnie in La Fanciulla del
West, Elisabeth de Valois in Don Carlos, the title role in Manon Lescaut,
Donna Anna in Don Giovanni, the title role in Suor Angelica, Zemfira in
Aleko, Leonora in Oberto, the Countess in Capriccio, and Alice Ford in
Falstaff. Adept in verismo repertoire as well, Ms. Johnson performed
the title roles in the rarely performed Sakuntala and Fedora with
Teatro Grattacielo.

Ivory & Gold®,

B Flute and Piano

lvory & Gold® duo
consists of Anne
Barnhart (flute and
vocals) and Jeff
Barnhart (piano and
vocals) and was formed
in 2001 to perform at the
prestigious annual Jazz
Festival in Sun Valley,
Idaho. Subsequently, Ivory & Gold® has been invited to appear in
hundreds of venues from coast to coast, including The Tempe Center
for the Arts, The Kerr Cultural Arts Center in Phoenix, AZ, The Tulsa
Performing Arts Center, New Hampshire’s Wolfboro Friends of Music
Concert Series, Music on the Divide in Georgetown, CA and an annual
concert at the Reutlinger-Brune Victorian Palace in San Francisco, to
name but a few.

.*_h

Individually, Anne and Jeff could not have come from more disparate
musical backgrounds. Anne is a Magna Cum Laude graduate of the
Benjamin T. Rome School of Music at the Catholic University of America
in Washington, D.C., and holds both bachelor’'s and master’s degrees in
music. Jeff is a highly regarded pianist, vocalist, arranger, bandleader,
recording artist, composer, pedagogue, and entertainer. He began his
professional career at age 14 performing throughout New England at
jazz clubs and restaurants, both as a soloist and with ensembles. He
earned a double Bachelor’s degree in Music and English (Summa Cum
Laude) from Connecticut College.
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SK :/‘ 80th
Anniversary

SARASOTA CONCERT ASSOCIATION Season

Chanticleer Holiday Concert
Dec 3, 2024, 7:30 pm

Sarasota Opera House

An all-new program of classic
Renaissance and holiday favorites.

Pianist Jean-Yves Thibaudet
Jan 15, 2025, 7:30 pm

Riverview Performing Arts Center
Debussy’s Preludes Books | and II.

ML

! Cleveland Orchestra

! Kahchun Wong, conductor

Sayaka Shoji, violin

Jan 26, 2025, 7:30 pm | Van Wezel
i Pictures at an Exhibition.

Czech National Symphony Orchestra
| Steven Mercurio, Music Director

i Maxim Lando, piano

Feb 13, 2025, 7:30 pm | Van Wezel

Dvorak’s New World Symphony

An Evening with Yo-Yo Ma

Feb 27,2025, 7:30 pm | Van Wezel
Music and stories about a

life in music.

Vivaldi Four Seasons
Les Arts Florissants
Théotime Langlois de Swarte, violin
March 14, 2025, 7:30 pm | Riverview
Performing Arts Center

National Symphony Orchestra g

Gianandrea Noseda, Music )

Director | Hilary Hahn, violin .

March 24, 2025, 7:30 pm | Van Wezel”

Beethoven’s Fifth Symphony
d ..

Order tickets today!ﬁ -
SCAsarasota.org a
941-966-6161
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CONCERTS

OF SARASOTA

Talent Unveiled Season 29

Violinist to the Stars
Caroline Campbell, violin

with Joseph Holt, piano
January 14 ¢ 5:30 pm performance
followed by dinner

Plantation Golf & Country Club
Caroline Campbell is one of the
most sought-after classical crossover
artists performing today, having
shared the stage with the likes of
Barbra Streisand, Beyoncé, Michael
Bublé, Paul McCartney, Andrea Bocelli, and Sting. This
program includes music from West Side Story and Sting.

Imani Winds
February 11 ¢ 7:30 pm
Church of the Palms

2024 Grammy Award winner
in the classical compendium
category, Imani Winds has
led both a revolution and
evolution of the wind quintet
through their dynamic
playing and adventurous
programming.

Horns of Plenty
Hugo Bliss and Scott Sanders, horns
with Joseph Holt, piano
March 13 ¢ 11 am performance followed by lunch
Sarasota Yacht Club
Sarasota Orchestra’s co-principal horn Hugo Bliss is joined
by a fellow superstar, Milwaukee Symphony’s hornist Scott
Sanders. Together with Joseph Holt, they offer a remarkable
program that includes Beethoven'’s mighty sextet
for two horns and string quartet.

ArtistSeriesConcerts.org * (941) 306-1202

This project is supported in part by the Community Foundation of Sarasota County; The Exchange; Gulf Coast Community Foundation;

National Endowment for the Arts; the Sarasota County Tourist Development Tax Revenues; and the Virginia B. Toulmin Foundation.
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Faith + 3 e
SPEAKER SERIE
P\
Join us and these nationally recognized thought
leaders as they share their stories and explore

issues surrounding faith and spirituality. Events
are free and open to all.

DR. CLAYBORNE CARSON
February 6, 2025 + 6:30 pm ‘7()111’ J()\l’,

Sanctuary = o
Dr. Carson is the founding director of 0111' PaS S1011.
the Martin Luther King, Jr. Research
and Education Institute and the . .
Martin Luther King Papers Project, Live music is more
which has meticulously edited and than heard. It's felt.
published Dr. King’s papers. He also Every performance —
directs The World House Project. every note — invites
you fo embrace the
EUGENE CHO joy. Join us and let live
March 6, 2025 » 6:30 pm - music uplift you.
Sanctuary
Eugene is the President/CEO of ! -
Bread for the World and Bread v SEASON
Institute, a non-partisan Christian
advocacy organization urging both t
national and global decision makers g
to help end hunger. B ™

SPECIAL MUSIC EVENTS

PIANO DEDICATION
February 22, 2025 ¢« 3 pm ¢ Sanctuary
Dr. Jonathan Spivey and Rev. Genevieve Beauchamp will JAN 30-FEB 2
present a two-piano concert performance. Tickets will be
available at the front office and via the church’s website.

YooBin Lee, viola

MASTERWORKS 3:

RAVEL'S BOLERO

POPS 1:

KINGS OF SOUL

MASTERWORKS 4:

HEROIC SPIRIT

MASTERWORKS 5:

MELTING POT OF MUSIC
SARASOTA CHOIR FESTIVAL
March 2, 2025 ¢ 4 pm ¢ Sanctuary
Contact Rev. Genevieve Beauchamp:
gbeauchamp@churchofthepalms.org

POPS 2:

LRI LY 3 DIVAS FROM BROADWAY

MASTERWORKS 6:

MAR 6-9 THE PLANETS
NOONTIME CONCERTS

Performances in 2025 MASTERWORKS 7:
Details coming soon! Visit our website for APR 4-6 GRAND TREASURES

updates on our Noontime Concert series.
POPS 3:

APR 18-19 CELEBRATE JOHN WILLIAMS
WPt

941-953-3434 | SarasotaOrchestra.org

3224 Bee Ridge Road, Sarasota, FL 34239
WWW.CHURCHOFTHEPALMS.ORG
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¢ THE VENICE
SYMPHONY

r Troy Quinn

Find Your Seat.
Find Yourself.

Presenting the 2024-25 Season at
the Venice Performing Arts Center

For tickets and information,
call or visit our website

thevenicesymphony.org
tel. 941.207.8822
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